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“Abra-zine!™'s mission is to showcase and
promote the amazing artistic talent and inspiration
from all over the globe! We find all of our
confributors through word of mouth, personal
connections, or through surfing Google Images,
Facebook, or our personal favorite, DEVIANT
ART! At anytime, throughout the issue, when you
see the following interactive symbols, you may
click on them to take you fo a contriibutor’s
personal pages. Please refer to the key below
for proper identification of each bution!

From L to R:
Tumblr, Pinterest, Facebook, Twitter, DeviantArt,
Blogoer, Instagram, Soundcloud, Youtube.
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Hello LoveliesT . = ,-’_ L A

1 50 exmted tc&avegmally put

all of this material together for allfof youl Ever since I was a litt] -tj‘i Blfelt sucl ag:onneetlon ‘to these
mysterious and wondrous mythological creatures. What was it abouti em? Maybe the half human, half
creature aspect of these beings appealed to the Sagit in meNOrmaybejit's the beautifulgvoices from
which these sirens call to curious sailors. Ariel w. ol as a child , andshe could have very well sparked
my need to be a vocalist. My grandmother would bat | babysitime around 5 or 6 years old, and all I would do was

watch The Little Mermaid...on repeat. My poor grandmother!l But in all serlousness'Arlel yea.rned for the
unattainable, as did I, and still do. I think everyonemlate to her%.one way or another. She yearns to
step outside of her comfort zone, and find a better life for herself. Sh htera]ly Just a big fish in a small
pond. Her story can be extremely inspiring to artists all acrosﬁ:he board!_It is not only mspmng‘g't also
serves as a warning to also be careful what you wish for, and proceed on your Journey with caut;on

-

Finding your calling in life does not cont@without some roadblocks and even.a villain or two. There will
be malicious people who will be out to get you, but Ariel never let that stop her.‘She se above the
proverbial wave and eventually came out on top. She got her voice back, her man, and even found the life
that was ideal to her. Was it a perfect life? Disney would like 1@4‘.‘0 think so, but' who dcnow Hat happened
after the credits stopped rolling. Personally to me, ideal doesn't necessarily meang erfect". There are going
to be disagreements, hardships, etc. I'm just trylng to be real here put let’s not get too off topic.

Whether it's the whimsical Disney version, or the darker Hans Ch;lstla.n ders % version, there has
always been something so intriguing and i msplrmg that we mundane humans, could'take: ‘away from it. In this
issue, I have compiled many stories and works of art by my fellow mermaids, and mermaid lovers from
around the world. What does being a mermaid mean to you? To me it is all ‘of these things I have'touched on
in this Editor's Note. It is not being afraid to go after your dreams, secking out YOU]% deal, freeing yourself.
If you are that big flgl.ﬂgl a little pond, just keep swimming until, yo%kare finally able fo stand] Mermaids are
mythological and inspiring creatures that have sparked the imaginations of many artists and&orytellers for
centuries. I hope I canlinspire every one of you with these stories] & .. - “ L |

Before I close, I'ju take a brief moment to aeknowledge one of the}rﬁ)st inspiring mermaids I
know, Wild Sisterho itor in Chief & CEO Jenn Saunders. She has Just opened up about her life with
Asperger s Syndrome, which is a form of Autism. You can read about herjotirney,of self dlscovery on her
blog HERE T It was such an incredibly brave thing for her to do, and I admire that she is consta.ntly putting
herself out there and being honest with not only the world, but herself‘l'd'élso like to give her such
wonderful thanks for acknowledging my work as well, The Wild'Sisterhood had reached out to me a fe
months ago, to be their WILD SISTER OF THE MONTH ’FOR JULYT I oouldn't be more honored and proud to
represent such likeminded strong women, my fellow mermaids. i

& & °
Thank You e%d Enjoy This Mermaid Issue ofsABRA%INEI b



http://wildsister.com/2014/03/im-coming-out-of-the-autism-closet
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The Wild Sisterhood is a social network and
E-magazine for wild women + world-changers to
connect, find infinite inspiration

+ design their lives.

CLICK NOW TO START
YOUR JOURNEY!


http://wildsister.com/sisterhood/?ap_id=JustinaCreates
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Artwork:

“Mermaid of Atlantis”
by Gordon Napier
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http://dashinvaine.deviantart.com



http://bethaucoin.tumblr.com

A i - -
By Kimberly Arend Porter
el Wl L
Carolyn Turgeon’s “Mermaid” is not your typical tale about the
mythical mermaid. You would expect the usual Walt Disney kind of
version, but what you will take away from this book is far from it.
This rendition follows Hans Christian Anderson’s tale more closely,

but the twist in this story makes it stand out in a more unigue
way that would appeal more to the adult demographic.

There are some things | did love about the book; the details of
the water, the kingdoms, and how she explained the sea, really
bring you there visually. The fine details of the mermaids and the
highly detailed imagery of what Lenia (the mermaid) looked like,
were a treat for my imagination. However, | did not need to be
constantly reminded that her breasts were bare. The book did
inspire my mind to wander, and | suddenly felt the desire to go
scuba diving in an abyss. | wish that the author had given her
characters more clever-sounding kingdom names rather than the
boring ones she supplied them with. There were some
characters that | feel, she did not develop as much, who were a
whole lot more intriguing than the main characters. | would have
enjoyed seeing more of them. Even the sea witch, | felt, lacked in
depth of detail and character. Overall, | felt that the words
flowed nicely and were pleasant to read.

| truly think that this book would have been fantastic if it
weren’t for the very abrupt and not so desirable ending. | felt it 3
was put together sloppily without much thought. She goes ~1 1V -
through such trouble to adorn the almost promising book with et TN g e
beautiful detail throughout, only to build up to a very regretful JIJN AMAZON ! a8
and unsatisfying ending. It is pretty hard to explain or elaborate F e
without spoiling. Definitely “dive” into this book if you are into

reading timeless tales with a bit of a twist, but keep in mind the
rigid and possibly disappointing ending. | give it a 3 out of 5 *J

stars!

Vé‘ermaii books for little ones!

The Tail of Emily Wmdsnap

By Liz Kessler

Best for Grades 4-7

This 5 book series surrounds a 12 year old glrl who lives
with her mother on a boat by the sea. One day she takes a
swimming lesson and discovers something very strange
about herself! This marks the start of her magical journey
through the mythological world of mermaids, where she
finds out the truth about her family and the strange
lighthouse keeper, Mr. Beeston. New York Times

Best Seller!



http://amazon.com/Mermaid-Twist-Classic-Carolyn-Turgeon/dp/0307589978/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403189720&sr=1-1&keywords=mermaid+carolyn+turgeon%20
http://amazon.com/Tail-Emily-Windsnap-Liz-Kessler/dp/0763660205/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403189804&sr=1-4&keywords=emily+windsnap+series%20

Organix has a new line of hair
products, designed to give you
the perfect beachy mermaid
hair this summer! Find any of
these products at your local
pharmacy or AMAZON.COM!
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http://amazon.com/Organix-Hair-Spray-Moroccan-Ounce/dp/B00BB3JZJW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1403189890&sr=8-1&keywords=OGX+sea+salt
http://amazon.com/OGX-Moroccan-Surf-Paste-4oz/dp/B00BB3K03M/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1403189926&sr=8-1&keywords=OGX+surf+paste%20
http://amazon.com/OGX-Shampoo-Quenched-Mineral-Moisture/dp/B00HVKBDCQ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1403189966&sr=8-1&keywords=OGX+Sea+Mineral%20
http://amazon.com/OGX-Conditioner-Quenched-Mineral-Moisture/dp/B00HVKBH2M/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1403190000&sr=8-2&keywords=OGX+Sea+Mineral
http://amazon.com/Organix-Mineral-Moisture-Surge-Treatment/dp/B00J4WIEY4/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1403190019&sr=8-4&keywords=OGX+Sea+Mineral%20
http://amazon.com/Sally-Hansen-Complete-Manicure-Mermaids/dp/B00BV975E8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1403190232&sr=8-1&keywords=sally+hansen+mermaid%27s+tale%20
http://amazon.com/Sally-Hansen-Complete-Manicure-Polish/dp/B00C9UXHT0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1403190131&sr=8-1&keywords=sally+hansen+black+and+blue
http://aucoinart.deviantart.com
http://amazon.com/Organix-Mineral-Moisture-Shimmering-Replenisher/dp/B00IT0YQV2/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1403190073&sr=8-3&keywords=OGX+sea+mineral%20

Splash'
Hook
Ondine
Lady in the Water
e Peter Pan (2003)
vy _Aquamarine
The Little Mermaid

“Spirit of the Mermaids”
Mualc Melﬂ?ﬂon St dy 7\: By Mo 'E:oﬂs;“::l;lyr

Ocaan » “ i

A group of girls get stranded
on an island and have to swim
through to a pool under a
dormant voleano to get to
safety. They are rescued
shortly after, but once they are
"/ home, things are never quite the

~ same! Catch this Australian
series on

NETELIX

_ \You L\KE 2
Comics?



http://open.spotify.com/user/119089357/playlist/2UVVj9wVvBOMlqswsovHPv
http://aboutmerpeople.tumblr.com
http://youtube.com/watch?v=8Ae1PPpStLk&list=PLd5AMpE81LSztI29islCnUaAdOP7_7W3I
http://open.spotify.com/user/1243926762/playlist/3bPoajyQgAR8AgZzVVVDVE
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Throughout history, the story of “Th,g L1ttle Mf;rmalé” has been told all
over the world. It’s a story that was orignally written in the 18th century by
Hans Christian Andersen, about a young mermaid ready to give up her life and
her identity with the sea to be with a human prince. One day, she saves him
from drowning while he was sailing his boat, but he knew nothing about her.

She then becomes a human girl in exchange for her voice, after accepting a } ,--", |
¥ 4

magmal proposition from a villainous sea witch. She is then able to mesmerize
the prince with her stunning beauty, even though she is mute. Throughout
the story she continuously transforms through love, life, and ultimately death.

So how do we transform through our own ultimate ending through love,
life, and death? Many people change when they become one with another.
Whether it is that friendship, family, or partnership of love, we transform .
through the good and the bad. We have to learn to deal with that of the otheiﬁ Q }-
half and accept some things through the whole process of love. We won’t 1
necessarily always have the best of love from that other half, but we must try to make -,
it work as much as we possibly can. Ariel, the mermaid in the tale, was so madly in love
with the prince, but he was not madly in love with her. He fell in love with the person -
who saved him from the sea (which was Ariel) but he was led to believe that it was another
human girl. How do we handle situations such as the one that Ariel had to deal with, in the
real world?

In life we have to go through the trails, choose our path, and make smart decisions u;
based on what we thmk the outcome will be. Ariel raced against the clock to secure hcr '
dream man with a "true love’s kiss." She also had to make the life thrcatemng decision to
either kill her prince to save herself, or die. Maybe not as dramatic, but it’s these very
decisions that we have to make on a daily basis that could have an cverlasting effect on
the way our lives play out. All we can do is take a chance and hope they are worth it in
the end.

At some point, whether one believes it or not, we all must die and pass into the next phase
of life, or afterlife as someone or something else. Plants, animals, humans, and many more things
die in the universe. In the end, Ariel chose not to kill the love of her life to save her own. She
accepts the prince’s decision to marry the human girl and surrenders herself to the sea. She dissolves
into foam, becoming one with God, as an air spirit. The trails we make in the world not only impact
yourself, but others as well.

The story of "The Little Mermaid” has become a global franchise from television shows and movies, to clothing lines
and memorabilia. It has also served as a form of inspiration toward the way of life in the Transgendered Community. It
is a story that will be around for many more centuries and generations to come. Ariel’s love, life, and death transcend
past the realm of fairytale. Her fable seeps into our everyday reality, equipping us with the knowledge and insight it takes
to face our issues head on. At the end of the daywe have to live our lives and make&e choices we inour hearts, no
matter what the risks are. Peace be with you! - l%evf Q’o‘w‘ayf ,Ifanogce' El » /;ef

o
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Darius Conway is the founder and CEO of Darms
Conway Inc., specializing in Art & Entertainment,
Public Relations, Marketing, & Managment. He also
" designs his own fashion line, and is a spokesperson and

rolemodel for the transgendered community.

T g—

_-E www.FaceBook.com/DariusConwayINC
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http://lulolana.deviantart.com
http://facebook.com/DariusConwayINC

Arxtwork.
by Oli Rooze
4 _(Russ:a

They say that when you’re caught in a riptide, you should swim S SOl
with it, not against it. You can swim toward the shore as hard as will RISE- QY2
you can, but you won’t get there. You're stuck and you will :
continue to be dragged out to sea. Life is very much like the ocean.
It is full of strong currents that we need to learn how to swim through.
Tides change and it’s how you choose to navigate them that will
ultimately lead you to your “Happy”. /

All my life I've wanted to work in entertainment and it’s exactly vhat I wound
up doing. I have an amazing job. I love the job. But, as the company grew over
the past year, something changed. During those months I have gained weight, cried, and made mchif sick over not getting
along with some of my colleagues, and for what? I don’t go to work every day looking for the cure to cancer; I produce movie
trailers. I put 100% of myself into everything I do. When I put my mind to something, I do it. Blood. Sweat. Tears. It’s not
that I don’t love entertainment or what I do any more... but there are things keeping me from being truly happy. How many
thankless 12-14 hour days can I work before losing my mind? How many weekends can I be on call and come into the office
whenever a client has a “fire drill”? How many months can I withstand having no time to enjoy the amazing relationship I'm
in? Why did a cushy job and great salary make me feel like it was ok to stop enjoying my life?

o8 L io

Overall, the past few months were of me frantically trying to swim for the shore. I was trying to adapt even after I knew
it wouldn’t happen. “Failure” and “Quitter” are two words that I struggled with day in and day out. If I can’t get these new
people to like me and do the amazing work I know I’'m capable of.... 'm a failure. If I go to my boss and tell him that I'm
leaving because I can’t get my footing with this growing and evolving company... I'm a quitter. The reality is, I'm neither. 1
know what works for me and what doesn’t and I know how much of myself I've sacrificed to try to make something work
that is just not going to. So that’s where it ends.

Ultimately, after months of contemplating what the next step should be, I realized, I needed to move on. I decided to
take back my life, put in two weeks notice and explore the many possibilities that life has for a person. I've been actively
looking into other companies and studios to bring my talent to. I've been getting back to the basics of me: working out,

_ enloymg life, and smiling. There’s nothing in this world worth becormng a shell of yourself over.

! ly advice for anyone f _'ehn%ltk
rea;hc F1 ut w

“Undercurrents” -
by Teresa Young


http://facebook.com/nicoleleefitness
http://twitter.com/nicoleleefit
http://youtube.com/NicoleLeeFitness
http://pinterest.com/nicoleleefit
http://instagram.com/nicole_bunny
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http://AzureGreen.net
mailto:Michelle_Ciccia%40hotmail.com?subject=Michelle%20Email
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By Lulu SBakes

]ngredients:

1 Box Cake Mix of Choice (make according% box)
1 Batch Homemade Frosting (recipe below) OR
2 Tubs Store Bougnﬁt Frosting '
ing Bags/ Piping tips :
Melting Chocolate (ie Wilton’s Chocolate Wafers)
Chaocolate Piping Bag or Squeeze Bottle
Food Colori
Sprinkles/Disco Dust/ Edﬁga_ ) @rf Ete..
Chocolate Molds
& Wax P '
Sharpiem %

»

r Cream Cheese Frosting:
am Cheese e

. 1Stick of Butter : ' :
{]_f&buﬁm‘ cream, use two sticks of butter and omit the cream cheese)
6-8 cups of Canfectioners’ Sugar
1 Teaspoon Vanilla or Almond Extract for Flavor
Milk (if needed for texture)

Mix together cream cheese and/or butter until soft. Add your extract until
blended together. Add sugar one cup at a time until creamy and smooth.
Add milk -2 teaspoons at a time, if needed to make tkﬁﬁng soffer.

Adc{_fund coloring until desired color is rea

Preheat your oven fo the temperature specified on the box. Begin mixing your
cake mix according to the instructions on your boxed cake and distribute
evenly in fo cupcake liners ***Tip from Lulu Bakes- Using a small or medium
sized cookie scoop will hel you measure the pelfect amount ofcake batter fnr
each cupcake. 1 use a medium scoop and use 1.4 scoops per cupcake liner. All
cupcakes should rise to the same size!

*** Place the cupcakes in the oven.
Don’t forget to set your timer!

While your cupcakes are baking you can begin to make your frosting. If
you are using store Eought frosting simply add a%ittle bit of food coloring at a
time (100 drops of food coloring = 1 tsp) until you feel you've reached your
dﬂlred color (i.fusing homemadeﬁ'nsﬁng use the steps under the recipe).
Once _Dur_g;l:ﬁﬂg- is mixed, fill your piping bag (if using). Once your bag(s)
are place the frosting in the refrigerator to keep cool. DO NOT skip this
step if you're using store bought frosting. 1t is a much softer consistency than
emade frosting, and the ﬁ'osﬁnEBwiu get very warm in your hand while

piping the cupcakes. ’

Now check on those cupcakes if you haven’t done so
Set them aside to cool.

For the chocolate seashells 1 used candy molds: 1 buy iy cane
from Candy Land Crafts in Somerville, N] but some popular molds can u
befound at Michael’s, Hnbby Lobby, or even Amazon. 1f ou have never
worked with chocolate bgfqn_:_ it is important to lenow that cKoco[ate can burn
very quickly. Never leave in the microwave or double broiler - for too long.
Constantly check it and stir to make sure you have the right texture. Once
chocolate is burned there is no saving it- it tastes awful and is impossible to

work with.

Photos by Justina Carubia

-
To melt the choca[ate_for the seashells 1 used a m : !ate piping bag
(these are made by Wilton’s- 1 bought mine at Michael’s). You can also melt it
inside of a plastic squeeze bottle with the cap off. Once the chocolate was melted
1 filled my molds and popped them in the freezer to set. They only need a few
minutes in the freezer. To decorate my chocolates 1 used a variety of disco dusts
and edible glitters, a small t brush,a.ud some water. ***if you have never
used disco dust or edible gl before, please do some Google research before
ing. Both are safe to eat and will pass through your body but neither are FDA
approved)*™* Dip your paint brush in water and lightly wet the chocolate (too
nuch water wilrcause the chocolate to smudge and melt). Now dip the same

brush in the dust or glitter of your choice (one color at a time) and brush onto
your chocolate. Keep going over the same spots e desired effect is
- reached. Set these aside.

or the mermaid tails lay down
sharpie or permanent marker dray
also print pictures and trace the ind that chocolate spreads, so
make them a little skinnier thawyow'dactually want it to be. Now turn your
paper over- you don’t want to put tfw chocolate directly on the marker. Melt the
c cb[ateeif your choice/color mgw[[ bowl and add to your squeeze hottle
(you'll need a lot of chocolate for this so melting directly in the bottle will take
you too long). Start tracing your outlines and _jﬁ[ in the tails. Shake the paper
around a little to spread the chocolate in to your outline. Once hard you can
remove from the wax paper todecorate (about 10 minutes).

3 el";m your counter. With your
IS. 1 did this freehand, you can

**Chocolate cannof be cl;ll_préd with nor[ry_t_[ fo‘od co[oring. Chocolate is an oil
based substance and food coloring you buy in the super market is water based.
Oil and water donot w‘:_:f-gjauwt;ﬁwatw based coloring in your chocolate
you will hardeniand yuin the chocolate. 1t's best to buy pre colored chocolate
wafers or buy oil based chocn[até:iéifring— Candy Land sells this.***

You should now be ready to assemble your cupcal'ees. Frost the cupcakes with
either your piping bag or a knife. Add'your chocolate shells and mermaid tails
"~ and enjoy!

Leyna Lyon lives in central New Jersey and is the

mastermind behind Lulu Bakes! Heg ok fea i

- "tastings", all small desserts that can be picked up and
p@pe':f in to your mouth without having to sit down
with a plate and fork. Bigger isn't always better and she
believes that variety, especially at the dessert table, is
always a good thing. If you're having a party or event

e what to bring let Lulu help! Birthday Parties, Bridal

and Holidays are the perfect time to share some
. WOW your guest with some unusual treats at your

next event because cakes are so last year!

Please contact Leyna for more information and pricing. She can deliver to
‘most areas in Middlesex, Monmouth, Somerset, and Union counties in NJ.

e n www.lu[uscakepops hop.com


http://luluscakepopshop.com
http://facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.724258144302546.1073741841.146491698745863&type=3

TROPICARL
TREATS

J °nq’th¢m
keplis.

um mer is finally here! After endless snow fall, frostbitten toes, an ! my 5|ck days to stay ome
and watch Golden Girls, it's time to put on some sandals and sunscreen. Su en my favorite

season. | enjoyed all aspects of summer: trips to the beach, stealing ice pops before dinner, spraying my susten%

ealth counselor!
king forward to graduating
this August! :

&

in the face with the hose, and eating. Eating and cooking are two things | have enjoyed and developed a
career out of, as a Holistic Health Counselor. Here are two healthy, fresh, and satisfying summer favorites to

enjoy poolside.

Watepmelon Mint Juice

This is an excellent juice to
bring with you to the beach
since watermelon is by far
one of the most hydrating
fruits. Watermelon has
natural electrolytes,
potassium- to aid in nerve
and muscle function, and
 also promotes healthy teeth

T and gums. This fruit is full

B " of vitamins A, C, and B6.

The combination of watermelon and mint is delicious
and refreshing. If you are not a fan of mint, try
rosemary.

WHAT YOU NEED
* Whole or half a seedless Watermelon
(depending on how much you want)
\ * Mint o taste.

Vi ‘\i‘ﬁu

| me, 0
arp mint ta

1
, ET MORE : H ADVICE
G ON MY TUN BLR BLOG'

‘Bah bqn m?c.e &%ﬁqm

t *_ This is one of my staples.
= z . Bananas are full of
‘ nutrients and could easily
. pass for a substantial

- meal if eaten in

abundance. Bananas are
. ok naturally free of fat,
> cholesterol and sodium.

T — This delicious fruit has
P natural sugars which the

‘:“‘ # . body breaks down easily
and makes a great snack pre or post work out.
The options are limitless with this delicious snack
and it could easily pass for any meal, any time,
anywhere!

WHAT YOU NEED

* Bananas (frozen)
* Blender
* Nuts, berries, seeds, powders, etc...

DIRECTIONS

1. Freeze the bananas for at least i
Ziploc bag. \ 4

2. Defrost the banana:
residue on the ou

3. Place the ban
it becomes the consi

4. Empty the banana ic am int
add your choice of t PP >

My Top 3 B
1. Coconut flakes, driz
2. Diced peaches and mu

3. Cacao powder and
peanut butter.

WWW. IntegratlveNutrltlon com



http://goodguruguy.tumblr.com
http://IntegrativeNutrition.com

PREAKING THE
MCR-MOLD:
pODT WIAGE
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AZ: | think it is very interes’r.i_rﬁthat you decided to depict
the mermaid in a way that gog&against the cliche

Hollywood mold, of being verythin and overly skinny. What %

made you decide to depict the mermaid |n a more curvy
form?

KB: | wanted to see how it would be accepted since it is
not your typical depiction of these beautiful creatures. She
was being represented in am unusual way, but to my
surprise, it was received pretty well!

AZ: Howedo you think this will help young girls who struggie
with:their own body image?

KB: | think if a girl admires my work and sees that | can
portray the beauty of any body shape, skin color, hair type,
etc., maybe she'll look in the mirror and see more positive
things about herself!

AZ: Have you gone through your own battles with body
image?

KB: When | was a teenager, | was very shy and did not like
to be noticed! Ironically, at this time | was skinny!
Nowadays, my only battle is to be able to buy clothes in my
size, because in Brazil it is not very common that brands
produce plus size collections!

AZ: If so, how did you overcome those battles? .
KB: At the end of college | lost my father so it was a very
sad and lonely time. | started doing belly dance to help me
to lose the shyness and it helped me realized that | needed
to live each moment intensely, in the memory of my father.
He was such a cheerful and optimistic person! At that
time, | realized that it did not matter what my weight was
at, | could do whatever | wanted! | danced, | met my .
boyfriend, | walked with my friends regardless of my size,
and if | was ok with myself, other people were too!

AZ: What advice can you give other young girls who are
struggling with their own insecurities of body image?

KB: Don't waste your time worrying about what others are
thinking of you, but do what makes you happy! | like to eat,
| like to go to nice restaurants and cook, and | will not stop
doing it just because people think | should lose weight!
You have to worry about being healthy and having fun with
people! Here in Brazil, we use an expression that says
"Cultivate Friendships!" Think of your life as a flower that
needs nurturing to stay beautiful and healthy!

AZ: What would you like to change about the pressures
that society puts on young women to look a certain way or
be a certain weight?

KB: This pressure will only change when women become
true masters of their bodies! We need to stop looking at
each other with such critical and unfriendly eyes! What
does it matter if the girl next door has short hair, or if she
is fat, or not wearing any makeup?

AZ: Mermaids in pop culture are often portrayed as very
sexy, provocative beings. How would you define "Sexy?"
What does sexy mean to you?

KB: To me, being sexy doesn't necessarily mean "being
beautiful", and it's definitely not about being mostly
naked! It's the way a person moves, the things you say, the
look, the things you love! CONFIDENCE! Some people say
that belly dancing is sexy, but | really think it all depends
on the person. | do not think I'm sexy, I'm more cheerful on
stage. If you ask me who | think is sexy, | think Chris
Cornell (OMG) is very sexy, Javier Bardem, but they are not
necessarily handsome guys. Christina Hendricks is the
epitome of a sexy and beautiful woman! Brazilian actresses
Juliana Paes and Maria Fernanda Candido are extremely
sexy too.



AZ: What.do you love the nfbst about
mermaids? ©
KB: The wavy, slow movements of the water
seem to evoke that feeling of sensuality. |
like to draw delicate, sensual women and |
like to draw mystical creatures. Mermaids
seem to fuse both together! | have a special
passion for water and aquatic beings, it is ¢
something that has always fascinated me
since | was a child!

AZ: | see that you are
into Belly Dancing. &
How do you connect
both mermaids with
Belly Dancing?
KB: Both are very
feminine, and perhaps
in both the fantasy
world and in the real
world! We must not
lose femininity with
evolution and not
confuse femininity with_
fragility! %

‘Behance.net/KaBeraldo
y6.com/KarinaBeraldo



http://facebook.com/karinaberaldoartwork
http://KarinaBeraldo.wix.com/KarinaBeraldo
http://Behance.net/KaBeraldo
http://Society6.com/KarinaBeraldo
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COVE l{ -
ARTIST ~ 2%

Eussian artist Oli Rooze’s artistic mission is /
to represent Contemporary Art. Although her
artwork is simple in execution, this does not
mean that it lacks raw emotion. In her
impressive body of work, we can see the
different emotional states of a person, from
sadness to moments of happiness and joy to
moments of indifference. She uses a unique

and whimsicalimixed style with a touch o
grunge; predominant dirty spots splatter her
work spontaneously around her subject. She
achieves her effect by applying one layer to
another, using watercolor and acrylics. Her

work is inspired by complete freedom of
thought, which is emphasized in the frenzied
usage of vibrant color!

U @iloue
f B e ko O Reazes Art



http://twitter.com/OliRooze
http://facebook.com/oliroozee
http://roozeoli.tumblr.com/
http://oli-rooze.deviantart.com
http://instagram.com/olirooze
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Acrylic on Canvas,
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~ Printsa

Yhuen & Ty gt ' _YOUNG.NEE,

Canadian native Teresa Young has been creating art for nearly four decades, but it wasn't until last year that she found her passion
in painting the subject of the beautiful mystical mermaid! However she is no stranger to the ocean! Today she talks to
“Abra-zine!” about her life growing up near the coastline, and her artistic process in which she loves to work, in acrylics, pastels,
pen, and stained glass.

ARTI ST : S STATEME NT AZ: What is it about mermaids that inspires you to paint them?

TY: I don't really remember painting or drawing mermaids before
Abstracted Visions last year, when [ was asked to demonstrate ?dgtmg at the opening
I believe abstraction in art is merely a way of expressing our own night for the Peggy's Cove Festival of Arts. Iwas one of four
inner “landscapes” or emotional atmospheres. 1 strive to do this artists on hand and the theme was fish. I'm not all that great at
with my patternistic, fractal compositions. fish, and I really love painting figurative art, so the mermaids
seemed like a great solution at the time. I've been peppering my
Surreal Pantasies work with them ever since.

Surrealism is a way of expressing our inner child, our ability to
plagr with reality and life around us. Also, it can be a route to inner
self exploration or even escapism in its strongest form.

The Result: Abstracted Surrealism
My artwork contains strong aspects of both Surreal Fantasies and
Abstraction, making for a meld of two strong forms that express
my inner visions in a unique and enticing way.

AZ: Alot of your artwork seems to be done in green & blueish
tones, or sea/ocean/mermaid related. Please tell our readers,
what intrigues you about these themes?

TY: Well, I have always loved green, and of course it finds its wa
into my art because of that. I grew up on the west coast of Canada
and did scuba diving quite a bit in the Pacific Ocean in my late
teens. I believe those experiences most likely influenced my inner
visions greatly. The sea is very captivating and the places that I've
lived over my lifetime tend to be sea coasts. Oh, and my father
was a fishing captain, so maybe I just didn't have a choice?
Surrounded by the sea, sounds exotic, doesn't it? Hahah!

Created for the Peggy's Cove Festival of Arts in Nova Scotia, Canada.


http://zazzle.ca/tmtyoung
http://Teresa-Young.net
http://twitter.com/dalifanteresa
http://dalifan-teresa.deviantart.com
http://surrealisticreflections.blogspot.ca
http://facebook.com/pages/Surrealistic-Reflections-by-Teresa-Young/141092775934584
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http://twitter.com/DibuMonster
http://dibumadhatter.deviantart.com
http://facebook.com/dibumonsterart
http://instagram.com/danielneptune
http://thecolormonster.tumblr.com
http://society6.com/DanielFernndez

/R0
P po
‘y

My name is Kharis Ashleywham 26 and e‘l‘jrrently live in Boulder, Colorado.

Rharis {ishlgy

| have been drawing all the time since | was a little girl. People seemed to like my drawings, but
most of the time, my art would just end up in a sketchbook, box, or drawer. When | discovered
Deviant Art, it gave me a place to show my work and that really inspired me. People following
and commenting on my work from all over the world is amazing and so much fun. | love
pleasing my fans! Art is not a career for me, but something | enjoy as a wonderful addition to my
complicated life.

My art is digital, done in Photoshop with a tablet. | usually start with a pencil sketch, that | scan
and paint over. In the past, | worked primarily with pencils and markers and never did much
traditional painting because of the effort in set up, brush cleaning, etc. Digital allows me to paint
and use color with all sorts of effects and no mess.

| have always liked to draw girly/fashion subjects. | am a clothes, shoe, and makeup junkie; |
follow fashion and beauty news, youtube videos on makeup, etc. Once | joined Deviant Art, the
popularity of Disney princesses was clear. | soon began to reimagine them in my more realistic,
glamour/pinup style. Later, | thought it would be fun to draw upon my makeup passion and the
graphic arts benefits of digital media to create fictitious ads. On an earlier Ariel piece, a fan
joked that she would need waterproof mascara and | knew that would be the theme for the next
ad (L’Ariel, next page).

“Ariel Awaits”
-By Kharis Ashley


http://kharis-art.deviantart.com
http://pinterest.com/kharisart/

Rharis-art:dev
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VOLUMINOUS

- Waterproof Mascara-

S e -
. //’ Princess Ariel - star of stage and screen
=

“I've imagined Ariel as a cosmetics spokesmodel. Because of her importance as
a Disney Princess, she was able to create her own line of products.”
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“Coffee in the Sea”

By Beatrice Bennett
(The Philippines)

“Once uion a time I used
to work as a barista in
Starbucks and I was so

amused with the story of

how they ended up with
the twin tailed mermaid.
She probably found the
coffee so great that she
decided to help the

sailors!”

E Vist my DA Portfolio!

© “Nayerie”
By Yelizaveta Rassokhina

(Russia)

“That's not a mermaid,
but a nayerie from
Russian author,

Vera Kamsha's book
"Gleams of Aeterna”.
Nayeries are similar to
mermaids, only they have
snake’s tails.

E Vist my DA Portfolio!



http://chocosmos.deviantart.com
http://beauty-larimda.deviantart.com
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Watercolors on 140 Ib
Strathmore cold press
watercolor paper and lined
with Migun pens.
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R e i

“Beach’ :de,?arad:se” e
ere's to warm weather!) Something}
bwe don't get very much of.in Idaho®
' Watercolors on 140Ib Canson
watercolor'paper, and lined with
"Prispacqfor markers.


http://aucoinart.deviantart.com
http://bethaucoin.tumblr.com

‘Biography from Pixie Cold’s Facebook Page:

Svenja was born in Berlin, Germany and grew up in a creative, big family. She and her five siblings have been enjoying art ever since
they can remember and what started as a hobby became Svenja's profession in early 2012. Art means much more to her than when she
just grabbed some pencils and paper as a pastime. In fact, art gave a new sense to her life and rescued her, when she was facing a rough
time, living on the street without shelter and purpose, rebelling against the grievances in her personal and political environment. In 2009
Svenja discovered the possibilities of sharing her art on the Internet and thus getting her formative experiences and expressions out of her
system. To her surprise people appreciated her art and within three years she has become widely known and grew a solid fanbase. Her
little daughter now fulfills her life and is the reason why she keeps going, in trying to establish herself with her art.

Svenja originally started as a conventional traditional artist, experimenting with different mediums such as watercolor, acrylics and
collages. After her experiences on the street, her depicted subjects got darker and more abstract. Eyes were and still are always the main
focus of all her works, as they fascinate her and are able to tell unspoken stories. In 2012 Svenja crossed over to the seemingly endless
possibilities of makeup art and photography. While she is taking photographs of her eyes, she is trying to express her feelings and make
the viewer of her works dive into another world full of colors, emotions and extravagance. She began to experiment with insects, both
dead and living, and integrates them into the total work of art. She always treats the animals with the most possible amount of regard
and care and does everything possible to not harm them in any way. What urges her to let the insects be part of her art is her intention
to both shock and polarize, but also to bring these beautiful creatures to people's attention and to invoke more appreciation and interest.
The twist of combining two apparently incoherent things, makeup and animals, is what made her begin this series. With this impressive
body of work, she was able to break free from the cliches of a conve,ntional artist! Svenja is anything but that!
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http://pixiecold.deviantart.com
http://facebook.com/pixiecoldss
http://youtube.com/user/PeeGeeArts/videos%20
http://society6.com/PeeGeeArts
http://youtube.com/user/PeeGeeArts/videos

(Verse |1) >
| dreamt to starta\ fire
\All | needed-was a sparkri
Ifyl formed a blaze, | colld
Buthyl guess | jumped the\_hark -
Your'walls are 'cold anid’wet  °

““No-embefs could cofme. close v o
Relracted eclusive -/ '
Practlcall matose ’
You'.were er. tWrser?

| chained” myself to \yo rdead 3! %2
You /drag me to the shore
Yo/;/p‘ull me mto sea . ;
\i ‘ /) (/ ;
(Pre Chorus) i
V am, /Ilfeguard W|th no h| ft‘to save ' s
|:am ajserpent sleeplng m*you ubmerged grave
I am aithalassophobic strugglmg to’breathe / "
| amva bonded catch jUSt trymg t0 break free ~3\ \

et >y
pos |
(Verse 2)j
An aquatrc\_ntasy
A romance, so i thought
Tollire a mermaid
truggle after struggle Ive

‘ve underestu mated
#® Failed to pads this test
§" You're to

,~

sﬁ*’

I am rpent sleepmg in your subme ed qra\
| ams a.th?a’!‘ssophobnc struggling, to ‘b h
I.am a bonded catch just trylng to b eakifree

(Chorus) “
Unless | choose to break these
Chalri‘s ulv

ting the abyss of the sea
morefwill | empathizey b
Emotions you lack to express,

each the surface AW\
I willfcut the cord ancil decom E'S 1-:' v

(Bridge) )

fﬂever will | know the Ki
Of this beast. that eme
If you won't ommenc
Then | suggest @ _ o‘Tj Bt

(Chorus/Chmax}"
_Unless | choose to
s Chairls you've Iatche o
) 3 oose to leave you i 1
' nftmg the abyss of, thelsea’
Nd more will | empathize ™
Emotions you; lack to express®
| will Breach the surface @ v
| will cutythe cord and decompress' .
will breachsthe surface . O
will cut the-€ord and decompress
will breach the surface
will cut the cord« and- decompreg\_

will breach the.. \_‘_—/

e SR


http://verasoul.deviantart.com
http://pixiecold.deviantart.com/art/Mermaid-hunting-299672854
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#“T am a well-rounded
artist with the heart
of a child...”

Personal FB

Photography FB



http://twitter.com/nipskin
http://facebook.com/ariel.ryberg
http://facebook.com/BrightEyesEmporium

(Ariel Ryberg continued)
Perfection is Dead

Perfection is an art
Known to few and far between,
It's a longing

Only found within a dream.

But what is a dream,

But a fraction of reality;
Scratching the surface

Of complete actuality.

/Eroding yogegult of personality,
| And endin@With a bang.
t'siinsane.
Personal satisfaction

Is all you'll gain.

But the pain within the eufferlng
Is enough to shed a tear,
On these words
Across this paper
You never want here.
Efeetien Is dead,

Is chivalry.

A Jaunt for Heppl

When a wonderful,
Whimsical world '.
Becomé&s few and far beﬁWe
It's time to lay your head ,
Upon -tg; isper of a dreami™ &
Keep yodeYes closed Sl
And you might just feel the breeze _
From the clouds above your head &
That are hidden past the trees.
A waterfall of melancholy
Above a pgol gFsoprow,

Keeps my/mind a driftless Iuﬂ
Until | sleep tomorrow.

But happiness, my penance seent
A longing forced te begrow, %

Is added to the list of things

Ill beget so on thesmerrow.

Ae

a —~—7 I‘
“Slnglng at t
2 Oli Rooze
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The stroke of a single finger, across my tired cheek keeps my eyes\ﬂ'bén in wnnder as to g trace will lead.
Grazing across my lips, down my neck, inching its way to my ch@st, leaving behind/a trail of tiny ng s The slightest wisp of
the tips of my hair tiptoe across your velvet skin. The scent offihangos and cocofuts captivate the sur'mundlng atmosphere.
Clear glass then turns frosted as heat arises amidst the pléastire of passion. An incandesc low emerges from our
entwined bodies. | clench my fists with fervency, awaiting the moment where ghemistry be e§ anthropological. Our lips
meet and sparks begin to fly with grace into the atmosphere around our minds, \We mesh her as one humanly figure.
Your breath caresses my neck, it's warm and smells of a sweet confection Pulfingmeé towards you, | feel the heat
emanating from your body, relaxing my fixated arms that now drape over your shouldersTike a thick scarf. Your broad hands
and grand torso diminish my sizable frame, as if | were a small doll in the arms of a playful child. Eyes locked, now, in
bewilderment as we begin a dance of love. Your alluring eyes captivate my imagination as we speak in such amorous tones,
the words of a lifetime, the truth of one's intentions. | give you my heart as free as the wind gives a cool breeze, as oxygen
gives a needed breath. A promise of love, protection, and honor. Every single blood cell retracts to my heart as the ends of
my body go numb. My chest is pounding like a drum as a reaction to the long lost feeling of hope, desire, and love that is
returned to my body and soul, like an aimlessly lost friend. Though this feeling is new, it feels as though I've known it my whole

- www.bulletproofsmile.weebly.com



http://bulletproofsmile.weebly.com/shes-a-diamond-that-wants-to-stay-coal.html

A Soen's Confession

By Aerika Lewis

Background Art by Gordon Napier

My name is Edora

And this is my call of duty.

To bring death to men who think I’m a cutie.
They hear my singing voice

And they have no choice

But to draw near.

To that heavenly sound they so lustfully hear.

At that moment there is no fear
For my beauty is innocence
As so it may appear.
Pitiful sailors, they just want to sail on by
Unaware that they are about
To make their family cry.
You wanna know the reason don’t you?
- You wanna know why?
~ Why | smile as their ship sails in my direction
th all these men captivated
By my singing perfection.
- As the,y sink and drown h
They are like pigs and frogs
 for dlssectlon

§ So these sailors get what they deserve,
I know it seems wrong. ; 5%/
= #

ey g‘et everyone’s attent:or‘i" e e S T

Aerika Lewis is a 38 year old
\ Virgina Beach, Virginia native
who started wntmg poetry as a
™ . child. Her first poem was written
ﬂ in third grade about a woman
o %™ | and her parasol. She used
: * writing as an outlet in middle
school. Using the art of poetry
as a means of self expression is also how
she survived her teen years, boot camp, and
it's how she is surviving adulthood now!

A 'e'.

But please don’t be nervous
Believe me when | say

I’m doing the world a good service.
Mermaids, mermaids

They make people so blind

That they forget about my existence
And wonder why I’m so unkind.
And wanting to redefine

My evil disposition

Wanting to psychoanalyze me
Without my permission.

Jealous of the mermaid?

Not intentionally so.

But evil keeps people away!

Figure it out! Don’t you know?
There are times of a struggle

A war within my soul.

In my heart there is a hole

And a wickedness | can’t control.

“The ‘thought of being good

Sometimes seems nice,

But good brings pain

And | don’t wanna pay that price.

Being sweet like a mermaid

Would that even suffice? -

Do | need to even ponder on it?
Should | even think twice? _
Mermaids are who they are €79
And this... This is me.
Amazing singing voice \

And amazing beauty.,,,. ; o
Cruel, heartless ‘and
Deceit and w:cl}edn;s B~
That you can see.. 4

--ﬁ"-«’



http://dashinvaine.deviantart.com

Original Song Lyrics

By Justina Carubia (Stelladeora)

Darling, you know I would never leave,
If I didn't know it wasn't good for me
To stay here inside these walls

In this hell that I called home

For solong, | was numb to all T knew..

Going over and over this plot in my head
Cuz my only escape is you, thinking I'm dead
This conscious decision will be the death of me...

So I picked up the leftover pieces I had

And I put them together, to make you think that
You were losing the best thing that you ever had
And the worst part about it, 1 didn't feel bad
From the first time, it felt like

You didn't understand, you just tore me to pieces
You took back the one thing I held in my heart
And ever since then, I've been falling apart...

[ can'thold on to this fear of letting go
Ofmy soul, of a life [ used to know

Now she’s floating away, floatin away
How's it feel to know that you're losing me
Floating away, floating away

Her mechanickal heart now is

Floating Away With the Sea...

So now I'm propelling my plan into motion

I'm heaving my clone toward the bed of the ocean

As I reach to my lungs for a blood curdling scream

[ hear you, youremaking your way up the mountain
Asking yourself how could you let this happen

So Irun, and I'hide

And you picked up the leftover petals | had

And you held them together in the palm of your hand
And you knew you lost the best thing you ever had...

You stood there in horror, the look on your face
In that moment | saw all your lies and mistakes
And you stood there and sobbed
Asyou watched me float away...

Parting is such sweet sorrow,
Here today, gone tomorrow

But my darling your love was just
Too much for me...

[ can't hold on to this fear of letting go
Ofmy soul, of a life T used to know

Now she's floating away, floatin away
How's it feel to know that you're losing me
FHoating away, floating away

Her mechanickal carcass is

Floating Away With the Sea...
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‘Windswept’
by Rebecca Sinz
(Elven Star Art)

“Away With the Sea™ is a song written & performed by Justina’s
NJ based rockband, Stelladeora. The band plans to record the song
for their new upcoming EP. All of their music is based around an
original concept titled “Aeron & August: A Mechanickal Affaire”,
which is centered around two very conflicted characters Aeron and
August. Aeron creates August, a synthetic woman, for his own
selfish reasons. This song paints the picture of a scene in which
August fakes her own death to escape from the grips of her
controlling master. Will August get away? Will Aeron find out about
her plan of escape? (Comic Art by Chris Villanueva)

Visit Stelladeora’s OFFICIAL Concept Page to Find Out Now!

WATCH OUR LIVEACOUSTIC
(1 Tube; PERFORMANCE OF AWAY WITH
THE SEA ON YOUTUBE NOW
_,--i-”-‘--- Uuwm-.unnl _
R ) MP3 AUDIO TRACK
aacCl  ON SOUNDCLOUD!

Artwork:
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http://Stelladeora.com
http://stelladeora.tumblr.com/concept
http://youtube.com/watch?v=ASvKcJjWDGc
http://soundcloud.com/stelladeora/away-with-the-sea-unplugged-stelladeora-acoustic
http://elvenstarart.deviantart.com/art/Windswept-Sea-Swept-3-325119170

 POETRY

BY KERRY MARLEY
WITH ART BY REBECCA SINZ

THE SIREN

I'll pull you in with my glittering eyes

- And pull you down with my lonely hands.
I'll tangle you in my sea-salt hair

- And tangle you up with heartfelt lies.

'l whisper a high-tide "l love you,”
Listening to your
Uncontrollably human pulse.
But those words are meant for me as well

Because | want to believe it could be true.

You'll follow me to the water with a kind
Of nonchalance sfill playing on my lips.
You won't be alive

When I'm done with you

But I'll Iec:ve your body for another to find.

" y £ ? “Stargazer

Kerry Marley is a 19 year old writer from
Greenville, South Carolina who loves to study the
works of Whitman, She is also a fashion designer
.\ and a caffeine addict! She 1e of

| jewelry called “String of W

\! purchase HERE! S
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| will whisper you a Iulloby
As you sink e
down among; surrender
To the swirling tide of sheets.
As words begin to fail you,
(Though you insist

you are awake,)

There is so much that

you should know,

Your consciousness slips away,
But there are still words I'm
scared to say.

What if you somehow
remembered all

Those secrets | could speak?
Maybe I'll tell you

when I'm older

And not so much afraid.


http://vegetabelle.deviantart.com
http://stringofwords.storenvy.com

SANDY, :
HALF-SOAKED

All 1 wanted was to lie

On the ground, unmoving,
Until 1 had strength

To walk on my own again.
But 1 began to sink as

The rain and lowering tide began
To wash the sand

Right from underneath me,
Without resolve in me to stand.

1 had been away so long,
Unresponsive to your calls,
And you were growing anxious.
You wondered where 1 was,
Just hoping 1 was safe.

When you finally stumbled upon me:
Sandy, half-soaked.

And you picked me up

hough 1 indignantly struggled o g

And kicked at first. b “A Light In the Dark”
You held me,

Cradling my face on your hands,

And told me

What a pretty face it was.

Quietly rocking me in your arms,

1 regained stamina and stood,
Though you kept holding my waist,
So that 1 won't fall again.



http://elvenstarart.com
http://elvenstarart.deviantart.com
http://coeurdelapoesie.blogspot.com
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- Her molten eyes flicker like a flame,
Long halr bleached gold by the sun.
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¥She turns, resplendent in grace

By Lhnos Ma: Thomas ol

She stares, a vase of heaven in the moonlight.

As a smile tickles her lips. ; . :
- A whisper of laughter cracks the cool night sky  Llinos Mai Thomas is a 27 year old

writer, cancer survivor, and speaker

e Aiher tail QUIVEFS with pOSSIbIIIty from Cardiff, UK. She loves creativity,
fg‘_' 0 ""gg‘?#" Wi playing with her guinea pigs, baking,
,The water npples with intrigue history and reading. She has recently

"

self published her first book called
As the allure of her moist, youthful skin Cariess Chata el e 0 o 1

Sllps down into its azure depths. currently writing her second.
With a flick of her tail and a swirling splash
- il ¢ ﬂ’“} ey
She dlsappears mto the v1brant heart of the e
Ocean i ; e



http://amazon.com/Cancer-Chemo-Curls-Llinos-Thomas/dp/1291699066
http://InspirationAfterIllness.com
http://facebook.com/inspirationafterillness
http://twitter.com/afterillness
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"'nterﬂpaet thﬁ!ker, musician,
and all around creative spirit
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Its members hail from the Bayshore area of New Jersey making Marvin
Sunk a seven piece live band with their own unique brand of genre-
bending rock, jazz, hip-hop and electronica, to which the members and
their fans lovingly refer to as “True Grit”. With 4 EPs to date and
working on their debut album “50,000” from its 2007 humble begmnmgs
as an “In-house” studio project, Marvin Sunk is Casey Burd
(Vocals/Trombone), Kilday (Guitar/Vocals), Mike “The Haug” Haughey
(Guitar), Tristan Berry (Drums), Ed Marshall (Keys), Joe Stahl
(Trumpet), and Stephan Demergis (Bass/Vocals).

Renee: There is no doubt after listening to more than one Marvin
Sunk recording that you've honed a unique and recognizable sound
all your own. Was this unique sound something you’ve progressed
into from the onset of Marvin Sunk or was it purposely founded-
Which leads me to wonder how its players amongst the youngest of
Marvin Sunk to the oldest by the way of musical experience and
background makes up the talent for your unique blend of
instruments?

Casey: I suppose the “unique” sound comes from the different
musical backgrounds each of us has. We've all played in several
different bands prior to Marvin Sunk and I know the genres of each range
from rock, to metal, to jazz, to classical, to ska, to funk, to you name it. I
don’t think we all sat down and said, “Hey, let’s mix all of these styles
together”, rather it just kind of happened that way by each member’s
mu51cal preference when writing songs.

Stephan: The younger guys have older influences than this older guy; it
has actually awakened or introduced styles. It feels like I never realized
they were a part of my musical upbringing.

The Haug: I would say Marvin Sunk’s collective sound is a mixture of our
influences. Most of us play multiple instruments, which enables us to be
more mindful of stepping on each other’s toes. In that way, I would say
the sound has been cultivated through the years to blend into what we
do.

Renee: What are the driving influences or inspiration to write such
layered vocals and instrumentals? Much like my experience engaged
in some Pink Floyd, I find it hard to listen without being
immediately stimulated into wanting a cinematic visual to go along
with the instrumentation....

Casey: When it comes to each section of the music, the shifts in major &
minor are something that [ think all of us in the band are attracted to. I
personally like to be challenged as a listener, chord-wise. I'm very much
affected by the way certain chords make me “feel”. More often than not,
when it comes to our music, I find that many sections could be
considered major AND minor or happy AND sad at the same time. For
me, this is the core of the music that I love to make. Some of my favorite
music tends to make me feel elated and melancholy at the same time.
Kilday: It's not something that's planned, it just kind of happens. I tend
to go for the foulest chord or note myself...sometimes it works, other
times not so much. That’s the beauty of how well we work together, we
can throw anything at the wall and see if it sticks. I'm a big fan of classical
music, so making a landscape of sounds layer-wise is the best. I like to
listen to music that I'd consider ear candy, and I'd say we do that from
time to time with the instrumentation and vocals.

The Haug: Our songs are so layered, mainly because we have so many
people in the band. Sometimes too many parts or overdubs can take away
from the song and have it get lost. With Marvin Sunk, we approach each
part carefully and explore if it adds a new dynamic, or discern if it
clutters the frequencies.
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Renee: How hard is it to assemble the 7 players that make up
Marvin Sunk in getting the new album “50,000” closer to its
completion?

The Haug: The hardest part is working around all of our schedules in
order to practice, write, and record. Some of us are in other bands or
musical situations that take time away. One thing that is great about
this band is that we all really do like making music together. If it’s a
recording session, rehearsal, or a gig, you will see us with the same
energy and focus to make something that sounds great.

Kilday: Honestly, it’s not too bad, sure we all have our families and
regular jobs to deal with but we all make time for the band. We've
been working on the album a long time, but we're closer now than
we've ever been to finishing it finally;

Joe Stahl: As one of the newest members of Marvin Sunk, I was a fan
of the music before I joined the band. Iloved the band, but it was so
unlike anything I had ever done, completely out of my comfort zone.
It wasn't always easy, but I think I've found my place. And I hope that
my presence makes a great band just a little bit better.

Kilday: Having Joe in our band makes it a LOT better!

Renee: How many songs will be released with the new album and
what studio are you recording the production in? Tell us what has
been the best part of the process in building this body of work for
“50,000”,

Kilday: We have 4 or 5 more songs to cut and we’ve got most of the
rest that we've already recorded pretty close to a final mix. Throughout
the process we've continued to write more music so I'd say the process
is never ending, which is okay with me...We may end up with a double
album, at least that’s where it’s heading, so that could be 20+ songs.
It’s a lot to digest sure, but I believe the songs are interesting enough
to keep a listener engaged

Casey: One of the best parts of this process has been the fact that we
are recording in Kilday’s house, and we're not on the clock!! With that
luxury in mind, we've been able to take our time to flesh out ideas for
each song. The process has been incredibly enjoyable, a process which
I often refer to as “Deep Fried Convenience”.

Renee: Your new album ’50,000”---What is the reason for wanting
to offer this new work as a vinyl production? And will it be
available digitally to your fans as well? As a musician in the age of
technology, where does Marvin Sunk stand on the distribution of
your music?

Kilday: We're going to do all of the regular digital media, CDs & digital
downloads, but for me, vinyl is another way to go as well. I still prefer
listening to wax over CDs any day of the week. Additionally, the album
art comes into play; why go through all of the trouble of

putting together a cool image for the cover if no one can really
appreciate it? And I've always loved looking at the cover and being able
to read the liner notes and lyrics while listening to a record.

The Haug: As a local musician, it is very difficult to get your music
heard at all. Our goal is to get people involved and into our songs. This
album is unique in that we want them to stand as just that- an album.
We have a vision of what these songs can become and believe that
people will enjoy listening to them as an experience, not just a one off.
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Renee: Who produced your video production of your song
“Patchwork Salad” and how old is this song? The Kaleidoscope
artwork makes this production so much fun to watch!

Kilday: That’s Joe Stahl...he killed it (laughs)...It’s pretty old; the song
has been around since just before Marvin Sunk got started. It's a fun
one to play livel A little background on the song itself, the music came
from a jam during a party [ was at. I was just messing around on an
acoustic guitar that was there and the lyrics came on the way to work
the next day while I was on the train heading into Newark, NJ.
Honestly, I just wanted to write a “drug” song like you used to hear in
the 60s and 70s and I guess we've got our own spin on it, but that was
the motivation for it.

Renee: Not only is your sound unique but your branding has its
own pop art punch to entertain your fans as well-What is the
inspiration for the band’s name that is being transferred in your
branding and who is responsible for the artwork?

Casey: The inspiration for the band’s name came from the infamous
1970s Beatles inspired film, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.
Marvin Sunk is a character played by Alice Cooper in the film.

Kilday: I do the artwork; Photoshop is a lot of fun! I can definitely say
that! Mainly I just enjoy making something that you kind of can’t
look away from; our mascot “Marvin” has been on almost all of our
fliers. I can think of only maybe two (and that would have been before
I started using him as our de facto mascot) that he wasn't on the flier.

Renee: Marvin Sunk’s harmonic vocals are as interesting and
unpredictable as the blend of its 7 different instruments, it’s clear
they hold equal weight to your unique sound. Personally, when I
first heard the band'’s vocals it was a delightful and refreshing
unexpected surprised. What are the influences shaping how you
design the use of vocals in your production?

Casey: I think the desire for layered harmonic vocals comes from the
fact that MARVIN SUNK is made up of a bunch of Beatles’ fans. Most
of us grew up listening to them and quite honestly, never stopped
listening. Most bands that I'm personally drawn to have multiple
singers or multiple harmonies: The Beatles, Eagles, Failure, Stereolab,
QOTSA, Grizzly Bear and Annuals, etc.

Kilday: 10cc also comes to mind when it comes to vocals. I'm also a
huge fan of Motown, [ mean, hell, I grew up listening to Cousin Brucie
in the back of the station wagon. Scott Muni from 102.7 FM was
definitely a big deal for me as well. I'd call it an education really, Prof.
Muni taught me well and he is sorely missed on the radio waves. So
really, from a production standpoint, taking in all of the influences we
have really does make a difference when we're trying to get a sound or
feel for how the music and vocals blend together.

Renee: Dreams? Goals? and Expectations? We all have them.
Marvin Sunk’s members, both separately and collectively, what
are they all hoping for down the road?

Joe Stahl: I don't want to speak for anyone else. Solely speaking for
myself, the only expectation I have is making the best music possible
that pleases all of the members of the band. In doing so, I think other
people will like it if they are exposed to it and give it a chance. I have
no expectations of superstardom, or making any money from it and
I'm fine with that. It is my creative outlet, and it pleases me. If other
people like it, then that will make it all the more satisfying to me.
Kilday: Yes, making loads of money and being a superstar, I don’t
expect that to happen either...at this point could that even happen
with the industry the way it is? I'd say it’s doubtful...I just want to
make lots of music that sounds cool to me...Dreams? [ barely sleep so I
don’t have many of those...Goals? To always keep making music.
Stephan: It’s always a good time playing with this group of
guys...that’s a dream. The goal can be just do this for a long
time...Expectations? I expect you'll have to kill me to get me out of
this band...

Kilday: There it is! Renee thanks so much! We all appreciate you taking
the time to speak to us. And to those reading, keep listening...Cheers!

Download the FREE “Patchwork
Salad” MP3 NOW! =
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http://marvinsunk.com/Patchwork-Salad.html
http://youtube.com/watch?v=ZFjuHVLGQzY&feature=youtu.be
http://MarvinSunk.com
http://facebook.com/marvin.sunk
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London native, Ariel Undine, is a 35-year-old singer/songwriter who has
been fascinated with the mystery of Mermaids from a very young a.t,'- She is
musically multi-talented, playing both keytar and keybo }rm to enhance her
She has studied danc e, photography, animation, set & costume
design, and special effects makeup which she has also incorporated into her
live shows.

She opens up her more than theatrical stage show with her underwater
themed set dressed to perfection: Projectors and fog machines fill the room
with the luminous mystery that only deep sea divers experience in the
depths of the ocean. She takes the stage dressed from head to toe in
Mermaid Couture, complete with her entourage of backup dancers circling
around her like sea sirens, calling and pulling her viewers into often dark and
dangerous realms. In other scenes, her music is more soft and serene like
the gentle caress of the seaside. If there is one thing Ariel Undine is known
for, i her ability to take her audience into another dimension.

Her passion for mer-folk started from birth in Hollywood, California.
Coincidentally enough, she was born through water birth and was actually
adorned with the name Ariell Her mother |~am°d her after the choir of angels
that she heard as she was giving birth and saw a spiritual bright white light.
ear and used vibrations to c

Ariel was born 40 percent deaf in each nnect

with music. At the age of 6 she started to draw Mermaids while listening to
music. Each new mermaid she drew took on a new shape, form, or color,
almost like the frequencies of the musical track she was listening to. She

then started to write her own material, poems that event u;
musical lyrics, pieced together with rrwthm and .:‘ats tha
like an orchestra in her hea A lot of her songs ar
fantasy themes such as faeries, unicorns, dragons,
pirates, sea witch, undines, and mermaids.

ally turned into

she would he
n:mL.red around

mystic;al creatures,

Her subject matter started to take shape after a very inspiring boat trip
to the Catalina Isilands. She looked into the water and actually saw dolphins!
Her vivid imagination took over, as she cir amt up visions of mermaids
swimming along with them. It was as if she could see a doorway into their
invisible world. She was so inspired by this experience that she wrote a
book called *The Otherworld”, which is based an her theories about an
invisible dimension underneath.the ocean

The way that Ariel views mermaids
hair sitting on a rock,

are not stereotypical with long blonde
looking beautiful to behold. She imagines mermaids

to be very alien, otherworldly, and almost fierce and reptilian. To Ariel, th
would not resemble humans in the s test. They would be very animalistic
with neon catlike eyes that glow in the dark. She pictures gills on the sides

with fangs in tl.-nn mouths, The
tails would have all of the vivid colors tropical
fish, almost lighting up the water like electrical currants. She imagines
skin to be blue or gre to match their hair, long and flowing like silk. Ihey
would also swim at almost lightning fast speed so they are invisible to the
human eye.

and webbed hands,

of their neck, long talons
fishlike scales on th

She believes that just because we can’t s these mystical beings, it does
not mean they do not exist! Mermaids are very real to the sonq‘stmss. and
she has felt such a strong connection with these beings that she believes
she may have been one in her past life. She also chanc ged her last name to
Undine for the stage. The Word UNDINE literally means water spirit, which
she feels represents her: an Angel Water spirit!

Ariel began to merge her love of mermaids &
age of 18. She devoted all of her time & money to her concept, from
paying producers to buying costumes & makeup, to hiring dancers and
producing merchandise. She is also currently in the process of making music
videos for all of her song She describes her sound as Dark Gothic
Electronica, poetic lyrics with haunting overtones. Some of it is uplifting
and ethereal and some very mysterious and dark. Her passion lies in telling
a story through r music, and taking the listeners to another place and
time.

singing together around the

DLsrmq her time with her band “The Pirate’s Siren” in Hollywood, the
sound of her vocals were often compared to that of Queen of (‘:["I Siouxsie
Sioux. Ariel also admires artists such as BJORK, who is so otherworldly and
unusual but maintains who she is, even through mainstream acceptance.

That is something every artist ',tru':r_;ims with, it seems. Ariel realizes the
odds there are against her alternative route in her music, but does not let
that discourage her. She :.tdte_, | do not really want to go mainstream
with my music as | refuse to be molded and would rather be more
underground and unique, than just a carbon copy of everyone else.”

She knows that it takes belief and confidence in herself to carry on
despite the struggle to be heard in today’s industry. Platforms like You
Tube, which give artists a sense of independer and freedom to show their
art to the masses visually, have been helpful in marketing. It takes a true
performer to know your audience, and Ariel has no uu.jlrn,, about sticking to
venues that are more accepting of her image and mus She has performed
all over from clubs and festivals in Hollywood, to Las \f!.'.‘gél.‘-i and London
(Alternative Music Festival). This summer she will be performing by the
ocean in Cornwall at the Faery Festival, which is dedicated to everything
ethereal and mysticall This will be her second year performing at the
festival, organized by the brilliant visionary Karen Kay. Her favorite thing
about performing at the event is watching the children’s eyes light up to
see a mermaid singing on stage. It is so inspiring for A to see future
generations get mspnrcd by her act! Some even ask her if she is a real
mermaid! Of course she says YESI

Ariel says, “All | want to do is inspire people with my vision... Becoming

a professional mermaid has changed my life because | can sing for other
people now and share some magic... And Glitter, don’t ever forget the
GLITTERI™

Photographer


http://youtube.com/channel/UCfjKJXS2NCg7UqlGlDb8Yuw
http://reverbnation.com/1ARIEL
http://allpoetry.com/Ariel_Undine

WAndiglitter...Don't EVER forge

Q&A Wi’rh Ariel Undine!

AZ: Mermaids love to hang out on the beach. What are some of your
favorite beaches you have visited?

AU: | simply adore Ibiza Spain, | feel very drawn to that place! | have
been there many times and | would love to have my own house there one
day. | would design an underwater themed house! Also, Malibu is so nice
and | would love to go to Hawaii, my dream destination!

AZ: The ocean is a mysterious place. Please tell us some of your favorite
sea creatures?

AU: My favorite sea creature is definitely a dolphin, playful and fun. It is
my dream to swim with one. | also find jellyfish and sea horses such
enchanting little creatures.

AZ: What is your favorite thing about being a mermaid and what is your
least?

AU: The best thing about being a mermaid is being able to sing and use
my operatic voice to feel close to heaven and angels; it’s a very ethereal
thing for me. Also, having a tail is a powerful thing underwater; the sleek
scales can move fast and furious! | love being in water feeling the freedom
of swimming! My least favorite is... well, on stage it’s hard to move
around as fast as I'd likel Hal

AZ: What are some of your favorite pop culture bits about mermaids?
(Movies, music, and books ect.)

AU: SPLASH was my ultimate favorite film as a child; | think her tail was
very realistic and the underwater scenes were just magicall | met TAILMAN
“TOM SHOUSE”, who designed Daryl Hannah’s tail and | also met Daryl
Hannah in Hollywood. | think | could die a happy mermaid to meet my
heroes! He is such an inventive and hardworking man, a real inspiration to
making a dream turn into reality and making money from his passion.

AZ: Do you make your own Costumes? If not, where do you get your
lovely outfits?

AU: Yes | do make some of my costumes with design concepts that | have,
with materials such as Metallic PVC and Spandex. The more complicated
costumes are made out of latex by London based genius AMY DAY. She is
incredible! | have spent years designing mermaid tails and dresses, but
found them hard to maneuver around the stage, so | went to her and she
has invented mermaid leggings made of latex with scales! They look very
rubbery and fishlike and when the legs are crossed it can be a taill She is
a very inventive ladyl Check out her online website 5

AZ: Mermaids were always portrayed in fairytales as these mysterious
creatures with beautiful hair and make up! What are some of the colors to
use in your palette for dressing the part? Do you have any favorite make
up brands?

AU: | mostly go for blues and greens. | mix them with different shades of
ice blues and light blues on my eyes and dark blue on my lips. I like to
match them with the same color wig | wear. I'm not a fan of mixing colors;
if | choose blue, it stays blue. I’ll also add black eyeliner, lashes, and
glitter. Sometimes I’ll add a dash of silver when I'm going for a space age,
futuristic look. Occasionally | wear purples mixed with blue. If | have a
green theme it’s the same green wig and a combination of different color
greens on my eyes and lips. | love Star Gazer make up, which | have been
using for years. | even wrote a song called “Stardust” based on wearing
that make up!

AZ: Did you start singing before or after you decided you wanted to be a
professional Mermaid?

AU: | always remember singing as a child, but | had a poignant event that |
remember very clearly when | was a teenager. It was at festival by the
sea in Cornwall, England and | remember singing for a long time in the
water. All of the sudden, my voice magically seemed to open up and |
could sing high opera tics very well! | never really hit those notes before,
so | could not believe it was coming out of me! | remember feeling very
inspired. | had a vision of wanting to perform at festivals as a mermaid,
emerging from giant shell and an underwater sea themed stage, combining
opera and electroncia together. | also remember feeling as if the
mermaids in the ocean that | was swimming in, gave me a new, more
powerful voice! It was a beautiful moment.

AZ: Have you ever been deep-sea scuba diving? If so please share you
experience here!

AU: Yes, | actually have a Padi certificate in scuba diving, but my
experience was not so nice. | did it in England where even in the summer
the water is freezing even with a wetsuit on! Also, the water is murky so |
would NOT recommend it! | think if you are going to go scuba diving, go
somewhere hot where the marine life is exotic and colorful. Go where you
can relax and not worry about freezing your bones off. You can enjoy the
variety of fish and creatures so much more; all | saw was a dismal frog on
a murky little leaf- that was it! Loll

AZ: Please tell our readers one thing they may not know about Mermaidsl
AlU: We cry a lot which is why we look younger than our years! Release
the poison! Eternal youth and mermaid tears! Mermaids are very emotional
creatures. | think part of it is wondering what they are doing here on earth
and what their mission isl It can get confusing in human skin! But they
have big hearts that feel strongly and when we love, it is so deep that it
hurts our soul sometimes. In the human form, we feel every emotion to
the extreme and cannot hide it very well. In that respect we are totally
honest and what you see is what you get. In retrospect, half the time we
are confused by the human race and the other half we are fascinated, but
some of the cruel things that humans can do hurt our mer-hearts deeply.
We are fiercely loyal to those we love and protect anyone in danger. We
are also free spirits! We love our freedom and we cannot be tied down or
controlled in any way or we will break free and swim away! We do not
always do things that make sense, but what do you expect? We are from
another realm, but we will make your life fun, imaginative, mystical,
artistic, dreamy, deeply loving, and magical!

AZ: What are some projects you have in the works?

AU: | will be uploading a music video for my song “Seawitch” in the near
future, which is about the Medusa inspired myth. The opening lines to the
song are, “ Hubble-bubble, here comes trouble...Down from the ocean’s
floor...More like a dark shark, than the girl next door!” The music video
will be very dark and mysterious with serpentine elements. It will be set
underwater with pirate ships and dead souls of the ocean. It is definitely
one of my darker songs with an edge. | am also working on another video
for one of my love songs called “CRASH!” The music video will be of me
as a sci-fi mermaid, and it will be wildl | cannot wait to shoot it!

AZ: If you ever met a real live mermaid what would you say to her?

“Take me back to your World!"”
Thank You So Much! It’s been MER-MAGICAL!
ﬂlqa«:d UM(CM


http://amstatik.com

AZ: Wh made you want to start making jewelry?

DD: | used to work at a handmade cosmetics shop where | worked my
way up from sales assistant to manager and trainer. | was very
interested in the creative process of handmade products and the
character and quality that comes with that. | always wanted to create
products, | was very fascinated by that. One day one of my colleagues
came to work and showed me and some other colleagues what she'd
been making with polymer clay the day before at home. She had made a
charm bracelet with tiny little cookies and ice cream cones. | was
instantly smitten with the material! | bought my very first blocks of
Fimo that very day and haven't been without a piece of clay in my hand
ever since. At first | made what my colleague made, to try it, but after a
few days, my hands went in another direction and | started making owls
and skullies and embellishing old earrings with a rudimentary version of
the flowers | make now. | knew right away that nothing would make me
happier than being able to earn my living by making and selling my clay
pieces. It took me almost a year to actually go through with that,
though. The pieces like my witches, mermaids, and fairies started
developing soon after | had started my business.

AZ: WS e the materials you use in your jewelry making?

DD: My most important materaal is polymer clay. | also use a lot of
rhinestones that can handle the oven heat that is needed to cure the
clay. | often mount my clay cameos on filigrees. | also often combine my
clay ornament pieces with crochet and art yarn pieces. | have a very
serious yarn addiction! My favorite is hand dyed hand spun yarn. Other
than that, | love my millinery flowers and leaves collection for my hats
and headdresses, and | love using feathers and beads to

embellish as well.

AZ: What is your favorite thing about making jewelry?
DD: My favorite thmg is turrung the htt!e stones in my head into visual
clay pieces and every time the excitement of seeing it takes form and it
turns out even better than I'd hoped. Next to that, my greatest

passion is color. | love being able to mix any color | want with my clay.

AZ: How long does it take yallto mak

e each pece
DD: That really depends on the piece. The smaller earrings can be done
within an hour or two. Pieces like my mermaids can easily take 2 or 3
working days. | don't stop until it feels exactly right to me. My love is in
the details. | don't just want a mermaid, | want her to have an actual
little world around her and let her background details tell just as much of
the story of the little scene as the mermaid herself.

AZTH ""nl']( s

¢ whim

ion frrom t

our work
> wF» m music 50, are your fa\ £
DD | do take some inspiration from books movies, music, but it always
turns into my own interpretation. | really Iove fa|ry tales and making up
my own fairy tales.

r imenira
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What 15y character to create in your work?

DD Gosh! That is a hard one! | don t thmk | could choose between my
witches, mermaids, and fairies. | love them all equally. | can tell you that
my very favorite things to sculpt are mermaids' tails and fairy's wings.
And | love being able to give my little ladies skin and hair colors that
human beings don't naturally have, like blue or green skin and purple and
black streaked hair. | do make sure though that when | give my
characters natural skin colors, | don't only make white characters. | make
dark skinned characters as well, because | want all my fans to feel
represented in my work.

IS Your ravorite ranta

Do you only m
made any other thin

DD: | Iove orochet and art yams Lately I've discovered needle felting
and | love it!! But | always use my clay as well. My clay work is the
center of my work.

AZ: What intrigues you about me
DD: | guess next to aiways amagmmg what it would be like to have such
a powerful tail and feeling the movement of that body through the
water, it is the idea of a creature that is both very alike to us humans
but also so very different. | always wonder what it would be like to live
in the ocean and | always wonder if there are villages, cities and palaces
on the bottom. | also like the idea of mermaids being able to play with
such beautiful sea creatures like dolphins, whales, seals and sea horses.

if you were to ever m
DD: I don' t know actualiy, the first thmg that comes to mlnd r:ght now,
is asking whether the pollution of the sea affects their lives a lot.

AZ: What uld you say to a mermait st one

| want your mermaid n

DD: | really like the name Morwenna (which | already used for one of my
mermaid pieces), so I'll go with that one.

“Thislisjthe
piece called
“Siren_Song?,
all the scales
on her tail¥and
body were put
on mdlwdually.
There |sfs§gme

old leaf, 'silver
Igeaf aﬁ
leaf,in |




& Morwenna,
Drocess J;’;"&-:ﬁ" Spirit of the
DD: This also depends on what I'm making. Usually it o~ T AN Shoreline”
starts with a vague image in my head when it's a 70 a5 N NS Y W ., Full View
smaller flower piece. Then | go through my clay '
collection and take out the colors that speak to me at
that moment, mix some, if | have to, and just let my
hands go. | don't think very much when | make these
pieces, M:lst let my hands and ezes decide what goes
where. When it's a large 'story/character’ piece like a
mermaid, it starts with the almost formed idea of a
character and a tiny snapshot moment of her story.
Those pieces, | write down and give myself a day or

more to mull over, to see what details form in mg_ head. 9 -

Then | go through my filigree collection to see which one b &)
would suit my plans {if | need to, | first patina it in a @ 4 r &
different color) and make the background. Making the '? ‘ ¥ \_9
background for a large piece exactly the way | want it, ,

takes a few hours, so | often do that the night before |
want to start sculpting, so | don't lose sculpting time
during the day. | prefer sculpting in the morning and
afternoon, in the daylight, so | don't want to lose too
many hours of that making a background. | usually wake
up all excited to start my new little Iadr and when I'm in
mly zone, | totally lose track of time. | love how pieces ;
of clay become a creature under my hands. | make the . s & L '
little [ady first and then | make the details surrounding - J N N ¢ & AN e
her. "!'f L e 0 |

DD: My flower g‘eces can usually be easily recreated, so
can my skully, bat, toadstool, etc-pieces. My

character/story pieces are one of a kind pieces. | would

take a custom order to kind of recreate a character . Y ay ji ep sed at
piece, but | wouldn't be able to make it exactly the - site. www.DeidreDreams.com!
same. | don't work with molds, | sculpt freely from what —
comes out of my hands, so it's never possible to make
the face exactly the same or make the hair flow exactly
the same, for instance.

DD: My favorite color scheme is Ije'uw,'l tones, particularly .
purple, royal blue, turquoise, teal, and emerald. | also
really fove fiery and Autumn colors. . _

“This piece is called “Nlorwenna,b iFit of the Shoreline”; and gHEISs the

only mermaid | still have available in the shop, both as a pendant and
as a greeting card.” (Full View Top Right of Page)


http://DeidreDreams.com
http://facebook.com/DeidreDreams
http://nl.pinterest.com/deidredreams
http://etsy.com/shop/deidredreams
http://deidredreams.com/product/mermaid-pendant-siren-pendant-sea-sprite-pendant-wearable-art-handsculpted-cameo-mermaid-jew?tid=2

the ocean started in chddhood
My dad owned several boats that I pretty much
grew up on. Some of my fondest memories are of _
the ocean on those boats! We sailed to many
places from ship to shore. I have to say it wasa =
pretty amazing experience! Now that [ am older,'.f
my dad no longer has the boats, but going to the
each to visit the ocean is my utmost leasure' I8
There is something very magical that happens ’, 7
when one walks, particularly alone, on a qu1et'
beach. Just before the day begins as the surf )
meets the sand, the world seems so vast and I fee _
so small....not in a self doubting way but in a way
that shines with the iridescent gleam of loving 'i
gratitude! The sound, the view, and the energy of °
the miraculously open wide ocean is truly pure
MAGIC! As I stare into the vastness, I begin to
appreciate even more, all the gifts of the Universe.

> creative

Most of the time, I will come home witha =~ . ﬂady
collection of shells to remind me of those === ofle 1s a t
precious gifts! Oh the wonderment of it all.... = "‘burg,

Yes, the Oceon is Pure Magic! .+ @\_“P g
24 19 " '
My love for the ocean has 1nsp1red my creativity
with my art work. I have created a line of jewelry =~ ¢
in which I call “The Mermaid Collection”. You R T TR S0y
can view the new collectin video on YouTube " e Y ;'
and purchase it as well as my other handmade | ]
tll'ealizﬁes in my Etsy Sto!re by followmg the
clic buttons below »

S

LLECTION NOW

L


http://facebook.com/miladyleela
http://youtube.com/user/Miladyleela
http://twitter.com/miladyleela
http://MiladyLeela.com
http://etsy.com/shop/miladyleela

UND ERWATER OCEAN
GARDEN BATH SALT

(Dena K. Miller Continued)_‘-‘

In addition to my “Mermaid” Jewelry Collection, I
also have created a line of bath and body products
called “The Secret Garden Colleetion”, some of which
are listed in my Etsy Boutique. R,Fcent y, I have created
magical “Underwater Ocean Garden” bath salt that
ermaid queen or princess is sure to enjoy. I
uld love to share my recipe for this ocean inspired

treat with you.

What you will need:

- A Clean Glass Jar
Mixing Containers (2)
Epsom Salt
Course Sea Salt
Colorant
Dried Lavender
Dried or crushed Thyme
Dried or crushed Sage

- How to:
1. Mix salts together adding herbs, t

-

s Layer colors in a clean glass jar. %
s 4. Sprinkle more lavender on top anc

‘Providing a scoop makes it extra spec1a1 1f g
alter this recipe to your own liking to p@i‘sonallze it.

o ' ' ekt
g Much Love and many Blessings, 5108 '-' : ; :( 3
p- Dena K. Miller -~ . Y S -m\;! l
?‘f aka Milady : : ~ ;@ j
apd 1 ;__ .
T .’_' - F I' ' L 7 4 .-' : 2 . .

uﬁd“%ﬁ:
: and Mermaid by Gordon Napier
‘B§_gin Rlbbons of Time” by Teresa Young "-""


http://theenchantingworldofmiladyleela.blogspot.com/2014/06/it-has-begun.html?spref=fb
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“A Mythological World
of Handmade Creatures
and Their Stories!”

The Filigree Company is a mythological world .of handmade creatures and
their stories! The Nashville, TN based compony was started up by a husband
& wife team, Celena Cavala and Martin Obakke in 2009. They borrow their
company name from the beautiful intricate jewelry style, much like metal lace
or a decorative spider web. They LOVE to weave things together, be it
stories, dolls, art, etc., to create a piece that is unique.

Martin does the sculpting and the beautifully detailed illustrations, while
Celena does the clothing and writes the stories. They come up with their
concepts together; Martin sketches a scene based on ideas (color schemes,
concepts, sizes), while Celena will sew the dresses and body. After these
processes are completed, the doll is then assembled. The sculpted parts are made of polymer clay
with a delicate silk overlay and soldered copper. Celena likes to use light, airy, natural fabrics such
as silk and cotton voiles, which she then dyes. She usvally makes the clothing but sometimes Martin will
sculpt little silken jackets and other embellishments. They'll then take their fancy portraits to display on
their Facebook page for their ever growing fan base, which has expanded globally'

Each doll takes about two days to complete, unless it's a brand new concep'r they are working up.
The dolls range in size from mainly about 7 inches to 14 inches, however they have made smaller and
*much™ larger ones as well. All ozthe hard work and handcrafting thafigoes into. eaci,and every
unique |c;1|edce”|ust|f|es the $200-$600 price range, depending on the size" qnd mp nt qf work that goes
into each do : - Ve )

\’?/4(}’, =

The couple take their inspiration from mythological tales, nature, s’rory’re[lersgvcnd even fashion.
They immerse themselves in the art of storytelling which is what draws them to‘eréate itemis in'the b _
fantasy realm. They have a love for paying attention to detail, which ’rhey, Iove fo! lore while %
creating. They look to many of their favorite artists, who they feel have sha héif personal artistic
style, such as Kai Nielsen, Arthur Rackham, and Daniel Merriam more urrently Sil marvel at the A\
styles of Art Nouveau, Pre-Raphaelite, and a dash of Pop Surreallsrgf{ v mix thaf with a little bitlof
old school fairy tale and sprinkle the rest with some modern influences te,get iheirexifremely umqgg

end product. \ﬂﬁ g & ‘l~ %C \\15?/

Even though doll making seems to be their main gig, this duo has ’rhéy}hands in mény other creative
areas of their business! Martin also illustrates for their clothing line, Ca?&@sel ik which-according to their
site, is a whirlwind of "Carnival Nights, Steampunk Dreams, and a Menqg‘eue-of Fontasy . They
specialize in bringing fairytale imagery to modern apparel. They also sell Brints of Mar in's Illustrations
in their ETSY print shop! Many of the préeliminary doll sketches are included aSisp cial one of a kind
prints with the dolls but not available forsale. They have also written 7 fairytale e,\zsp rs filled to
the brim with stories and illustrations.and have also dabbled in creating children's *
stories as well, which they planto contlnue’m the future!

> \ _/T‘:tt;:'.’_-il.‘ v \
/ '} ,f".'@ 7 "_\*. N PARAMEE~
/ r.(_l * 4 {\ . \’ﬁ
k fOl‘ m |nf ! Wi Y -~ WATER LILY
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Doll standing at
*12%*in. tall
- 4 in wide

_CAROUSEY, PRINTSI—IOP W\



http://facebook.com/theFiligreeArts?ref=tn_tnmn
http://etsy.com/shop/thefiligree
http://thefiligree.com
http://etsy.com/shop/Carouselink?ref=si_shop
http://etsy.com/shop/theFiligree

Works in
progress!

Filigree'd Carousel
Seahorse stands
12%2 in. tall,

. (Seahorse is 6% in
. tall) and 4 inches
wide with base.

copper, and
polymer clay.
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' Fashioned from silk,
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AZ: Wha,t are some of your favorite things in pop culture

that are mermaid related?

CC: Well, Splash of ecourse! Viva Madison! Martin comes

from the land of 'The Little Mermaid' (Denmark)
so mermaids are omnipresent.

AZ: Why do you think mermaids are so intriguing to people?
CC: People desire to explore hidden realms and nothing is
more mysterious than the depths of the ocean! Water is a
dreamy sense of flying, so having a tail and the ability to
breathe under water would be like having wings.

AZ: Have you ever dabbled in stop animation? Your dolls
have that sort of style to them!

CC: Just for fun!That is an enormous undertaking that
would be a large production.

AZ: If you were a mermaid, what would your mermaid name
be?

CC: I am a mermaid and my name is Celena, pleased to meet
youl! :)
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w hen looking at New Jersey native Laura Flashberg's "Ocean Grove' piece, it is hard to tell exactly whether it is a painting or a
photo! Today she joins Abra-zine! to set the record straight and also chats with us about the great advantages that photographers of the new
digital age have, thanks to the "Smart Phone".

1 was born in 1950 and raised in the Bayway section of Elizabeth, New Jersey which was an interesting place to dgrow up. 1 briefly lived in

Chicago, linois, which was a great city but very dgﬂ‘erent than [ife here in my High Bridge, New Jersey home. 1di experience a bit of culture
shock when 1 moved here!

My interest in Art started when 1 was a little girl. 1'm obsessed with many forms of Art such as Abstract Expressionism, Surrealism,
Avant-Garde, or just anything that is left of center. 1 also love music, dance, and film mediums. 1 am most fascinated with the process of how the
imagination worfes in usager:)?co[or, lines, space, and the meaning Q_f apieceo work . Sewing was my ﬁrst creative outlet, but 1 cannot follow

atterns, so 1 make up everything | sew and now crochet. 1also make _jewe[
ove | have is writing children's stories. Two books are completed, but not P
in a collection for a local author. Though 1 have many hobbies,

om different materials such as wire, c[ay, ﬁi.bric and yarn. Another

lished , and one qf my stories for young adults has been pub[i.shed

photography remains the one passion that 1 do on a daily basis! SR Ay revm Yl never gave mermaids
£ Moments 3of6 Edit any hOUg ht or
1 have been shooting since the mid 8os. My first camera was a e . credence, but due to

the theme of this
e magazine issue, | have
, given the subject much
g more thought and,
w22 reading. My conclusion
e is that mermaids are a
w= product of hallucinations
or visionary experiences
of men who spent an
undue amount of fime
on ships or boats. They
are great topics of
folklore and wonderful
\ fantasy figures for
children's books, stories,
film, and fun figures for
the imagination!”

Ricoh with interchangeable lenses and then 2 Nikons. 1shot with
ﬁ[m and had them processed into slides and pictures. 1 never liked
schle‘pping all of the lenses and cameras so 1 was hap'py to discover
smart phones that also take pictures! 1 purchased a B[ackberry which

gave me great results!

=, i
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1 couldn't work with lenses, so 1 was limited. A friend had an
iPhone and 1 saw the quality of the pictures it took. 1was hooked! My
next lEhcme was an iPhone which opened up a whole new world of
possibilities! Apps (abr. for "Applicaﬁons’g can be downloaded and
then the fun begins! There are apps that are just like a darkroom
without the messy chemicals! There are a few lenses that are available
[for the iPhone camera, so that will be my next purchase. 1am also
ooking to purchase a digital camera with interchangeable lenses for
more versatility; the manufacturers have made models in compact
sizes. The easy access and portability are the reasons 1 only use my
phone to take pictures these days.

This picture | chose to display in this issue was taken on the beach jUTr?kjLee,fIQ 3 ngﬁg%%%erg

in Ocean Grove, New Jersey with my iPhone 5. The inspiration of this ] B
photo was from the depth of the fence in relation to the house takes a selfie with her

structure, and also the light. M | iPhone 5!

Laura is currently working on new illustrations for a children’s book she wrote and is trying to get her website up and running!



AHOY FELLOW SCALLYWAGS! | had always wondered

be a pirate, sailing across

what it would have been like t
 treasures and maps to secret

the 7 seas, looking for sunke
islands, meeting different sea creatur
island friends along the way! This past%nd of April, early
May, | had the opportunity to experience scsme of the very
things every aspiring pirate dreams*aﬁ_ - i
Aviand | had sailed aboard the Carni -
cruise around the West Caribbean. We had a’ﬂ' 'ntures
that only a storyteller can pass down, for generations to
come! My best friend Kristin works on the ship as a dancer
in the shows on board, so it was great to experience her
life at sea for a week! She is the true pirate in this situation
here. We also spent the days on board getting to know her
Hungarian boyfriend David, who supplies the ship’s guests
with his bartending services! Yo Ho Ho, | had PLENTY of
rum on this trip! Thanks David!

So on with our journey, | don't mean to bore you with
minute details which | could easily get wrapped up in. |
think | really took "Carpe Diem" to a whole new level with
this trip. | really put myself out there and voluntarily
participated in things | never would have been brave
enough to do, otherwise.

s and furry/feathery

We flew from New Jersey to Tampa, Florida where
we embarked on our amazing 7 dayjoJ-_rney. The first
night we had a nice dinner in the dining room and saw
Kristin's first show, "Motor City" which was a collection
of all Motown Songs! It was wonderful! The next whole
day was spent at sea where we mduiged on many Miami
Vices (half pina colada, half strawberry daiquiri frozen
drinks). We spent most of this day at the saltwater pool
on board, and also explored the ship a bit more. Avi had
never been on a cruise before so it was great to enjoy
the views of the open ocean alongside of him. We really
marveled at how mysterious open water really is. There
could be ANYTHING out there... it really is such a.scary
and wondrous place. We kept our eyes peeled for any
dolphin, whale, or even mermaid sightings! But no such
luck.:. We went to bed in our little cabin that evening,
looking forward to the start of our excursions that
would take place over the next few days!
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Day 3 we docked at the port in Cozumel, Mexico. We took a
tender to the shore of Cozumel, which was about a 45 minute
ride, choppy as ever!! If there is one thing REAL Pirates don't
get, it's seasick! And boy was | ever! A nice stranger gave me
some mint gum to settle my stomach as we got off. Aviand |
enjoyed the air conditioned bus ride, as we listened to our very
informative guide, Angel, talk about the Ancient Mayan Ruins
of Tulum. He told us about the Obsidian, which is naturally
formed volcanic glass that was found on the bottom of the
ocean. lt turns a gold hue when placed in the light. The
ancient Mayans, the REAL LIFE MERMAIDS, would free dive,
holding their breath into the depths of the ocean to chisel off
this Obsidian and bring it back to use in everyday rituals, or in
making tools, spears, etc. for survival.

The Mayans relied heavily on nature to give them the
answers, the secrets to life. They relied on the sun, the moon,
the stars, and Mother Earth to build their empire. They were
the most technologically advanced civilization for their time,
and when the Spaniards invaded the Yucatan, they sadly tried
to destroy most of the Mayan culture. Angel also made sure
that he made the distinction that the Mayans and the Aztecs
were in no way shape or form related, as Hollywood and
American Stereotypes have brainwashed us to think. They
actually did not even exist within the same time period, the
Mayans establishing their civilization around 2000 BC and
ruling their empire until the Spaniards arrived around 900 AD,
where the Aztecs did not even establish their empire until
about 1400 AD.

There were many interesting facts that Angel enlightened
us about, especially with the cuisine. In the Yucatan, burritos
do not exist because they don't have access to livestock such
as cattle or pig, like they do in Northern Mexico. In the Yucatan,
they feed mostly on fish & other seafood. Also, tacos here were
flat, and soft shelled. If you wanted a taco shell here, it is
actually called a Tostada. They season their seafood tacos with
fresh ingredients like lemon or lime, garlic, cilantro, and fresh
salsa that they called “Ay Ay Ay”! This“Ay Ay Ay”salsa contained
10 habanero peppers for every 1 tomato, NOW THAT'S HOT!

We also learned that the hammock is the bed of the
Yucatan, since the swinging motion simulates a breeze in the
conditions of extreme heat and humidity. Angel also stopped
at other things along the way like ginormous ant hives in trees.
Since the ground is filled with water, the ants had to adapt to
new habitats off of the ground.

We also spotted some wild guati, which looks like a weird
combination of a monkey, raccoon, and ardvark or anteater.
Before we got to the ruins, we also stopped along some large
trees which the Mayans used for many things. They believed
that the spirits of the dead would pass through these trees into
other worlds because of how hollow it was. They also used the
hollow trees as drums as music was a huge part of ancient
ceremony. Since the ground is rich in limestone, the trees
would absorb a lot of the water into the base, so this was
another way the Mayans would use nature in their survival.
The leaves would also produce cotton, which is how they made
their linens. They really found uses for everything around
them.

We finally came to the area of the ruins which were just
beyond breathtaking. There were iguanas and large lizards
everywhere you turned, but they didn't bother you if you didn't
bother them. These ruins overlooked a white sand beach that
lead out to beautiful crystal clear blue waters!! It was
unfortunately closed this day due to high tide, so we couldn't
go down and explore. Anyway, the ruins were built in such a
way that allowed them to withstand the conditions of erosion
over time. They were built at an angle which allowed ocean
water, wind, and other precipitation to just go in one direction
and roll right off rather than sit on the ruins and destroy things
faster. This trip was just a wealth of information that is hard to
come by here in the brainwashed & misinformed USA.

Angel himself is of Mayan heritage and told us things that
are not commercially advertised properly here in the US. We
see so many stereotypes here, and he really made it his #1
priority to open our eyes to the truth of the Mayan culture &
history. He also told us that this tour was the least popular
excursion of all of the excursions that Carnival has to offer. It
saddened Avi and |, because most people go on these cruises
to just sit on a beach all day. | think that's what separates
vacationers from travelers. We were the Scallywags in this case,
seeking out adventure in learning more about this ancient rich
culture! When you go to a new place, try to learn about the
CULTURE! Sure beaches are nice, but you can do that
anywhere! | am SO grateful for my experience at the Ancient
Ruins of Tulum in Cozumel, Mexico.


http://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLd5AMpE81LSwGjm-1_aaMTguUaPRpkUrb
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| was shaking in anxious anticipation as we waited in line to do the

first line (which was theﬂqngest and highest, at about 200 ft). Yea, cuz

that's not scary! The wo‘ers would yelp like monkeys across the way to i

the guy at the other end of the ling, to let them knmhen they were o

ready for the next victim. | went a’nead of Avi,and héﬁimed my first zip gt

line. The look on my face'was definitely one of unceﬁémty, but E

ultimately you could hearthe relief.in my "WOOHOOI s | ascended into "-;

the jungle at lightning. speedzThe’wmd rushed past my body as | floated =,

upon the canopy of palms, ferns, and mahogany trees which are native !
o

Day 4, our adventures were in Belize! This place was probably:the )
most adventurous due to the physical activities that we chose to take !  °%
part in this day! We went zip lining through the jungles and cave tubing! | 1.
| was extremely nervous about the zip lining, but we'll get to thatina
sec. The ship didn't dock here, but anchored, so we had to takg vnder
to shore. It was maybe a 15 minute ride and{ was able to keep my.
nausea in check. We then tooka bus ride from the shore to'the theme

: park which was a little over an hour long. Our tour guide, Niori was a
*  nice Belizian guy who informed us that our time with him would be in
fact "UN-BELIZE-ABLE!" He also gave us a little insight to the culture on
this rather new independent nation.

to this land. | remember dolng wtaat they tell you not to do, which was
looking down! | WANTED to see hqw high | was, to seize just how
adventurous this whole experience actually was. As| made it to the :
other side, Avi close behind me%% allief the adrenaline rush out of me;_
totally stoked that there were 4 morelinés to come! This was by far one =
of the most adventurous things

»\

\

: Belize used to be the Republic of Honduras, under British rule until -
p about 1983 or so. The main dialect on the island is not French Kriol, but
Belizian Kriol. The phrase of the trip was "YAH MAN!" Upon pulling out
of the bus station we drove through thestreets of Belize City, in Which .~ #
Niori told us that there are only 7 trafficlights on the whole island of ]
Belize, and only 6 of them work. That was assuring! There is also only P
one cinema and one bowlingalleyon the whole island. Currencyin
Belize is double the USD, se/gas prices there are about $12, which is
about $6:a gallon, USD:We should feel luckythifgs for us hereare still
hovering below the 54 mark (well, inJersey anyway). On this bus ride we
»| alsopasseda schooljand a cemetery in which the tombs were oddly
above ground:Nio lained to us'that this was because if you dig past
3 feet underground you hit water. So in the case of a husband and wife
being buried together, the first person was buried 3 feet underground,
and then the second person was just placed on top of the ground, to i:-
equal 6 feet. Belize is also known for its export of tropical produce such
as mangos, oranges, pineapples, coconuts, etc. He said about 97% of the *,"\‘ \

After the zip line; wé had regronj‘ d with Niori before being sent off
with our cave tubing’ gp.ﬂde, Peter. We g6t on our water shoes, lifejackets,
and light. h’elmets with neon green inflatable tubes in hand, as we
trudged up another mountain towardthe caves. Peter stopped every i
now and then at different trees marked-with signs to identify them. We
saw Mahogany Trees, Prickly Yellows, Cotton Trees, and Coconut Trees.
We finally arrived to the clearing, the entrance of the cave which was"
surrounded by lush greenery an¢frestiwater filled with tiny little clear;
harmless minnows. There were about 10 people in our group, 2 pe_ople
per row, all hooked together by putting their legs under the person's
armpit in front of them. Aviand | were placed in the back so it was a bit
hard to hear our tour guide with about'ﬁ other tours going on in front
and behind us. Even if you whisper in a cave, the sound just bounces

oranges found in Florida orange juices comes from Belize. Do not {\“&- around, so all it sounded like was a trail of echoes. | got a few bits of
believe the 100% Florida Oranges Labels! He also explained why cashews | % information, like the red deposits on the ceiling were iron, and there

are so expensive here in the US! They are one of the most dangerous \ were also limestone deposits. Also the Mayans used to come into these -
nuts to harvest. Cashews actually grow in a fruit, which looks like a cross 1%+ caves to perform sacredrituals. There was also a section of the cave that

between a red bell pepper and an apple. The nut rests on top. You can - osed to light, due toa smkhole that had collapsed the earth .;_I
not eat the fruit because it is highly toxic. In order to extract the nut
from the fruitand dry them, they must take them out into a field and
burn them which produces a chemical so potent that it could blind you!
This dangerous process is why we pay so much for these nuts! We take
for granted the things we have no idea went into making such a small

tin of nuts.

e
A

fruit

I e cave upon entering. They Iwe in the holes of
the cave ceilinga

p}: ] W insects per hour.

it the zip lining totally took the cake
kers, put some dry clothes on, and
e~gru% before heading back to the ship. We
feasteémpmsume Iégbgu hentic Belizian cuisine, stewed chicken,
rice & beans, and cole slaw. Avialso got us some chicken tacos and we
washed it all down with some cold Belikins, The Beer of Belize, After, we

adny - U XUEND

As we indulged on all of this information, we made our way into a i
more rural area of the island. In the distance, we could see a mountain
range that locals call “The Sleeping Giant". It looks like the profile of a
large man's head lying face up. Niori said that's where we were headed,

- throughout the day. He called us Niori's Legendary Crazy Cashew Nuts,
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and to be aware, for the place we were going to be inhabiting for the
afternoon was called Jaguar Paw Park, and that actual Jaguars do live
there! They do not believe in restricting their wildlife from where they
want to go, just for the sake of tourism, but he did assure us that they
would see us, before we saw them, and they would actually avoid us.
Trust me, this did not put my mind at ease one bit!! | just tried to ignore
this information and enjoy the day. The park was actually quite lovely,
and | did feel safe there. There were multiple tour groups here so Niori
decided to give us a code name so we knew when we had to meet up

and we would respond with a "YAH MAN!" Avi and | suited up into our -
zipline gear (which was pretty heavy) and hiked about a half mile hill
into the Be||2|an jungle to our safety briefing with a Ilttle island man

leadinguptoa platform hlgh in the trees.

hit the gift shop and then boarded the bus to head back to the port. We
had a wonderful time here, and we left with great knowledge of this

beautiful island. Niori taught us one more phrase to take
asked where we went on our adventures, w&shoujd say.



http://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLd5AMpE81LSwSMBYrPHbPlupx75_R0rPc
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The first thing you notice when waking up in the port of Roatan, is the
huge abandoned ship which has rusted over and partially sunken into the bed
of the ocean. It looks like something out of a movie set, like it had been placed
there for tourists to get a kick out of. Upon exiting the ship at the portin
Roatan, everything seemed like a big party. There were islanders banging on
drums and dancing around to the tribal grooves, pulling in tourists to dance
with them. They danced like they were conjuring up spirits, or ridding their
bodies of evil forces. On this day, we enjoyed our excursion along with my
friend Kristin, her mom Jackie, Jackie's friend Cheryl, and Kristin's boyfriend
David. We found our tour bus shortly after watching the dancing fiasco.

We were greeted by our tour guide, Joy. She was very funny and
knowledgable about the island. The first thing she mentioned was the
abandoned ship that we saw earlier, and informed us that it was actually a
Carnival Cruise Ship that never made it back home. After she scared the wits
out of all the bus passengers, she relieved us with "JUST KIDDING GUYS!" and
proceeded to tell us the real history behind the ship. It was actually a cargo

. ship that got pushed into the bay and sunk during Hurricane Mitch in the 90s.
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As we zipped through the narrow twisting and turning roads of the island, Joy
also told us that there were no speed limits in Honduras, and that STOP signs
are merely suggestions. That put us all at ease as welll These tour guides really
like to keep you on your toes!

We also learned some pretty interesting information pertaining to the
lifestyle here. Teachers actually make more than doctors, and the highest
paying salary you can get in Honduras is about $200 a month flat rate, no
overtime. She also pointed out the colorful houses throughout the island and
informed us that instead of delivering the mail according to house number,
they deliver it according to the color combinations. No two houses have the
same roof and house color combination. | also noticed many little Coca-Cola
and Pepsi stands on the island. We must have driven by at least 20 of them.
She also talked about some of the wildlife here including the Rabbit of Roatan,
which she made clear was not like the cute little white fluffy tailed hippity
hoppity creatures that we were used to back home in the states. She referred
to the rabbits of the island here as "Rabbits on Steroids", and then said, "You'll
See", GREAT!!

We soon arrived at Gumbalimba Park which was named after the
Gumbalimba Tree. We ventured to Gumbalimba to explore various tropical
wildlife such as parrots and capuchin monkeys. Before we could see these
beautiful animals, we had to experience a little adventure first!

There was a replica cave dedicated to Pirate Captain John Coxen which we
walked through for a short tour. Being that this was a man made cave, | was
not expecting it to be inhabited by low flying fruit bats. | had to scream and
duck for cover at least twice, giving the less skiddish quite the laugh. We
learned a bit about Captain John Coxen here, who was a pirate infamously
known for raiding the Gulf of Honduras. He also had an eyepatch and a hook
on his hand, which legend has it, a mosquito was flying around his face, and
forgetting that he had a hook for a hand, swatted the bug out of the way, and
in turn, gauged out his eye. | am not sure how entirely true this legend is,

| can't seem to find much about this guy on the internet referring to his hook
hand, patched eye, or pegged leg.
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After the cave replica, we proceeded across a suspension bridge which
stretched out across a murky river filled with turtles. | think we had the most
fun on here, and | had flashbacks of my favorite scene in Indiana Jones's
"Temple of Doom". We took our time walking across, as it didn't take much
for the bridge to start swinging. We finally made it across and didn't realize
that Joy was already waiting for us on the other side. There was an alternate,
much faster route called "The Chicken Path" for those who were too nervous
to cross the suspension bridge. She led us to an area with beautiful Amazon
parrots and McCaws resting freely amongst the trees. There was a bird trainer
also holding a Green Amazon parrot, allowing people to take their pictures
with them. Everyone in our group had lots of fun with this. | allowed the
heavy bird to sit on my left shoulder as it squawked ever so loudly in my ear.

I've owned birds before, little cockatiels, but this was horse...errr... bird of a
different color.

After we had fun with the crazy birds, Joy regrouped us and kind of
reminded us about the rules and regulations when dealing with the
monkeys. We had bought a locker so | didn't have to bring in any of the bags,
because apparently these little guys are quite the pick-pocketers! We were
also instructed to leave our water bottles on the benches off to the side while
we played with the monkeys. On the way into the monkey reserve, we heard
rustling in the bushes. All of the sudden there were these two crazy guinea
pig looking animals who were running at at least 25 miles an hour after each
other, not even acknowledging the humans in their path. These were the
Steroid Bunnies as Joy liked to call them. They really minded their own, but
crazy they were indeed! The experience with the monkeys definitely was not
long enough. | really wish | could have spent my whole time at this park, in
this section. There were also about 30 other people in this section at one
time, so your time with your monkey, IF they even came over to you, was
pretty abrupt.

The monkeys were allowed to roam here freely, jumping on whoever
they deemed interesting at any given moment. There were cute little baby
ones and larger adult ones all mixed together. | had some time with about
two different monkeys for a few minutes each. They would sit on my
shoulder, and climb on my head, resting their human like little fingers on my
forehead. The personality they all have is hilarious, and it's crazy how
intelligent they are. Sointelligent in fact that one of them saw our water
bottle over on the bench and must have mistaken it for a toilet bowl because
it decided to spray feces all over it! GROSS INDEED! We definitely chucked
that right way! On the way back to the park's entrance area we stopped at
the Insectarium and Bug Museum which was just a little shack containing
thousands of dried species of bugs in glass display cases. There were literally
thousands of moths, beetles, roaches, butterflies, filling up each wall with
their scientific names next to each.

After we were done here, it was time to head back to the main area to
wait for our bus and collect some souvenirs. | bought a cute pair of monkey
earrings made from the wood of a coconut tree, a bracelet, and a couple
pocket knives in resin cases made from mahogany trees, all from a nice
merchant lady. We then were picked up by our shuttle van that was more
than scary, twisting and turning once more through the hills of Roatan as it
rushed us back to the port to meet our ship. Every day on this trip, was one
adventure after the next!
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http://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLd5AMpE81LSxYcR9uDN_UVUBP50B-WQGq
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Day 6 was in the Grand Cayman Islands where we had plans to visit a turtle and
dolphin park. | was pretty excited to be able to interact with aquatic animals! | did a
dolphin interaction experience when | was about 9 years old in Cancun, Mexico, but |
think | was too young to really appreciate it. | also was not brave enough. | actually
remember clinging to my mother and getting a bit of anxiety over it. | had never
experienced being around any sort of exotic animal that young in life, so | was pretty
excited to be able to do it again as an adult and kind of redeem myself here. First of all,
Grand Cayman was by far the most BEAUTIFUL stop on this trip, and definitely the
wealthiest. There were 5 star hotels and resorts all around the island, not to mention the
most tourist friendly, with fast food chains every few miles. The boat actually anchored
in the ocean at this stop, so we had to take about a 15 minute tender to the docs. Right
outside the docks there was a main street filled with nice restaurants, gift shops, trendy
galleries, and Jimmy Buffet's Margaritaville. | feel like there's one of those everywhere,
hahahal

So the turtle/dolphin park was about a 20-30 minute drive from the docks. | was
pretty groggy on the way there because | had popped a Dramamine tablet in fear of
more nausea ruining my day. Had | known the tender ride was so short, | probably
would not have done that. Anyway, we got to the park, and were directed to the turtle
portion first. It was so amazing to see the sea turtles, which swam in large clusters in the
saltwater pool. You could hear the clacking of their shells as they simulated bumper car
| motions into each other to get to the food that was dropped in, before their friends got
to it. You could purchase turtle food to feed them, but we did not. | did not have to feed
a turtle to validate my experience here, things are never cheap at these places. | just
had a great time observing them from over the balcony, their shells glistening and
reflecting the sunlight off the water. It was fun to watch and listen to them as they came
up for air, peaking their tiny little heads out of the water, letting out an enormous gasp,
sucking all the air back in for the next dive. Turtles can spend long durations underwater
and surface only to breathe for about 1 - 3 seconds before going back under. They can
replace the air in their lungs in one single breath! Green Sea Turtles have been known
to swim up to 35 mph, and males are known to spend their entire lives at sea, rarely, if
ever, returning to land. The only two predators the turtle really has to worry about are
sharks, and humans, as turtle meat actually remains a traditional dish on the island
, today, but | will get to that in a little bit!

i We roamed the giant sea turtle area for a bit, and even passed by the tank of
| Smiley, the island’s only living crocodile since the mid-1950s. When they captured her in
2008, they ran DNA testing to discover that she was actually a hybrid between two
' different species of crocodile. Smiley is a 9 foot Saltwater Crocodile, but can survive in
both salt and fresh water. This day it was rather hot, and she was hiding under huge
palm leaves, so we didn't stop here for too long. We soon made our way to the baby
turtle wading pool. This was the part | was so excited about and it even gave us a
chance to use Avi's new water cam! We had so much fun with these little guys, | really
wish that we got to spend more time with them. They only allowed about 4 people in
the pool with them at once, so things felt a bit rushed here. We got to pick them up
though, by their shell only, and take some photos with them. Their shells felt so smooth,
and were decorated beautifully in different patterns. They also had beautiful patterns
on their flapper fins and on their heads. The one | picked up was pretty timid, but the
one Avi picked up was rather opinionated! It flapped its little flippers in a fit of range
during the duration of our picture taking, until he was put back in the water. After
exiting the pool, we washed off our hands and feet at the sanitization station, because
turtles and other reptiles have been known to spread Salmonella and other bacterial
diseases. Always sanitize after handling reptiles & amphibians!

After our time at the turtle park, we headed over to Dolphin Discovery. | was
pretty excited to get some footage of us with the dolphins but the park would not allow
us to take in our own camera, even though it was a water camera. It was actually a load
of bs, so we had to pay an obscene amount of money for subpar pictures that were
taken by their staff... but hey, it worked, so who are the suckers here? | refused to go
home without some snapshots of my experience with these wondrous creatures. So
back to the actual experience. We suited up in our life vests and followed the
photographer staff woman toward the pool we were to enter after the "OK" from our
dolphin trainer. We all entered the pool in a single file line; there was a Russian family of

4.in front of Avi and |, then behind us there was another family of 4.
B

We all entered the pool and stood on the platform as our dolphin trainer
introduced himself as Luis. The dolphin that we got to interact with today was Galileo, |
and he had such a funny personality! Luis would entertain us with some tricks; we

would hold our hands out in front of us, and Galileo would start at the front of the line
and swim past everyone so we got to run our hands across his cartilage like body & x
fins. Then he would roll over and come back the other way so we got to do the same to .3
feel his belly. We did this a few times here and there. In between tricks, Luis would
enlighten us with more information about dolphins. Like how their fins actasa -
fingerprint; all dolphins have different series and patterns of ridges on their dorsal fin,
which is the fin that stands up on their back. The sound that they make also comes out
of their blowholes which they also breathe out of. Dolphins do have sharp little teeth
mostly used to catch fish, but not to chew them. They swallow their food whole and
can consume up to 30 pounds of food a day.
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Dolphins can swim up to 25 mph, which Luis proved when he had Galileo do
some diving tricks. One minute the dolphin was in the air, and faster than you can
blink, as soon as it hit the water again, it was right back across the pool at Luis's hand
for a fishy treat! He did leaps and dives, jumping 20 feet into the air, splashing all of us
below! We also did some individual tricks; each one of us got to step out slap our hand
on the water and Galileo would swim up to our other hand in the air and touch his
nose to it. Then we would put our arms out to his fins and he would lift himself halfway
out of the water and use his strong tail to balance and dance with us. This was the
cutest trick: we would hold our hands out in a cupped position and when Luis gave
him the signal, he would swim over to us, lift his bottled nose and place it into our
hands. We would then pucker up for a dolphiny kiss and a photo opp. After my turn,
Luis asked if Galileo enjoyed it, and he let out a series of high pitched squeals and
squeaks with his head nodding a "yes" motion. Everyone got a laugh out of that!
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They really are such playful animals, and as much asl had fun interacting with
them in this park that enabled us to, it also made me very sad to see such wondrous
creatures in captivity. However, Luis insisted that these dolphins survive longerin
these parks which act more like conservations. Apparently, it is hard for dolphins to
find a sufficient amount of food in the wild to allow them to live as long as they should,
and also they are hunted by sharks or harmed by human conditions. Before our time
was up with them, we got to do a few more belly rubs and even throw a piece of fish |
into Galileo's mouth.
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After we finished in the dolphin pool, we did some souvenir shopping and then
headed to our bus stop which would take us back to the main strip by the port. While
we were waiting, our new friend Courtney who we met on the crazy Cozumel tender,
had started up a conversation with Avi regarding how we enjoyed our experience here.
She then proceeded to tell us that her and her mother who was standing beside her,
were going to check out a restaurant who served this island delicacy of Turtle Burgers.
Avi, not really thinking | would go for this asked me, "Would you wanna go eat turtle
burgers with them?" | thought about it for maybe a few seconds and though "When in
Rome..." | mean, WHY NOT!? When is the next time |'m going to have this adventure?
NEVER! Yes, | may have other adventures, but not this same one, right here, right NOW.

So Avi and | took them up on the offer, and joined them at the Paradise
Restaurant for some turtle burgers, rice n' beans, and some locally brewed beer. | also
spotted some TURTLE SOUP on the menu, which | had asked my cousin Danielle about
in our lastissue's travel piece about her trip to the Galapagos. She had never had it,
but | was determined to find out for myself what this had tasted like! Curiosity had
definitely gotten the best of me on this trip, and | was gung-ho about every
experience! So Avi and | sunk our teeth into the turtley goodness. Many people ask
what it tastes like, and let me just say, | would definitely eat it again. The burgers were
a nice reddish crisp on the outside, and the inside texture was somewhat of a slightly
undercooked meatloaf. It definitely did not taste like chop meat, but it didn't taste like
raw meat eithe;, it was somewhere oddly in between. Courtney and her mom also
joked how we must have been just as twisted as them to be playing with cute little
baby turtles in a wading pool one minute, and then scarfing them down on a burger
bun the next. (Not the same turtles we held, cuz THAT would just be way too weird!)
P
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http://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLd5AMpE81LSxUzk8xcLjwZLhkVGsSH4K6

LRS: Oh yea, | fry and swim as often as | can at a pool in London to

keep in practice and learn new things. For me it wasn't too difficult to
R ’F R , pick up as | always used to strap my legs together as a kid and swim like
: ) a dolphin! | learned to swim at a young age too, so confidence in the

water was never an issue for me either, luckily. I've gotta tell you, the
feeling you get when swimming with a tail on is just incredible! The power
and grace the tail give you in the water is magnificent! It sounds crazy
too, but with the tail on, my breath hold underwater increases! It's like |
genuinely don't need as much air because I'm a mermaid hahal

LRS: Ever since | was a little kid | had felt a strong connetion to the sea,
and as soon as | found out about mermaids | was hooked on them! | read
every myth and legend | could find about them and memorized them all, _ _
so | could tell others. | always believed in mermaids (still do now haha!) scuba gear)? [hat Is an art In It of Itseli )
and | always felt most comfortable underwater. | apply the mermaid LRS: I have been learning to free dive to help enhance my mermaid

lifestyle to my everyday life by taking nature to heart; if | see litter on the performance. As a singer, | am used to breathing techniques that are
beach, | will go and pick it up and dispose of it properly. | also sing somewhat similar to that of free diving, so this helps me quite a lot, too.

daily, so that always made me feel like a mermaid in a way, as that is a
key trait of theirs. | just try my best to be conscious of the world around
me and keep an open mind; | try to see the magic in everything!

LRS: Thanks! |incorporate it into my performance also... | will be
appearing at the Folkestone Mermaid Festival in Kent in July, where 1 will
career path? be singing in my brand new tail on the main stage. Also, | will be playing
LRS: Mermaids are definitely involved in my career path in many ways! in the shallows on the beach, so I'm looking forward to that at the

I'm currently at Tech Music School in London working toward a music moment!
degree focused on singing, but | do mermaid events on the side when |

can. | also work for an events company doing character work and

workshops all over the country. | am hoping to make “Mermaiding” my either books, movies, artworks, etc.?

full time career, and looking into setting up as a business, offering LRS: | absolutely love a good mermaid film, | adore Splash, Aquamarine,
various services with more mermaids. and of course The Little Mermaid. | read loads of mermaid fiction and any
book | can get my hands on about their folklore. | found a beautiful place
in Cornwall called Zennor that is steeped in mermaid legend, so | visited

tt and bought every book about the legend they had, hahal

mermaid tattoos on Google and mermaid tails for sale came up.
it out and fell in love with the tails, so | bought my own! | then em
around as many places as | could think of to let them know a

LRS Completely by accident to be honest, haha! | was looking for \
i

LRS: You're very

mermaid services | could offer them. | waited to hear back some lgot » welcome!
lucky with, others not so much. .‘ - 9‘ ‘ ;I'hankI?
y e = - _ or asking
‘.1‘ i DoAL 0 pe- L2 h me to
e M tails, e cad TG Wi be a part
. . o e ¥ of il
LRS: Well my first tail is made from neoprene jth a [atex ove; a

didn’t last very long (Ies than a year). before it started wear and . it
tear. That tail cost mea £500 ($836.60 USD) with shipping ' -
included. My next tail is a "iolk ProleC_IIOl_‘_iS tail and stingame s g e A ’
approximately £4000 ($6692.80 USD) with.ade
extras and shippin@¥ncluded.di
.is made from pure. silical
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Finfolk Productions is the creative collaboratlon between two twin sister artists, Abby & Bryn Roberts. Thelr

Minneapolis, Minnesota based company specializes in realistic, fully swimmable mermaid tails designed to give all

aspiring mermaids THE TRUE LIFE EXPERIENCE! These tails are beautiful works of art in themselves, but their

underwater functionality give them the unique flair that keep their mermaid clients coming back for more!

According to their Facebook page from which they directly conduct their sales, the duo states that the tails are made

out of “100% Dragonskin and platinum cure silicone”! They also all come with Finis Trainer monofins, but offer

Competitor monofins as an upgrade. These tails take the “Mermaid Way of Life” to a whole new level, which is very

apparent in the support the team receives from all around the globe! They far exceeded the amount of pledges they

had asked for on their Kickstarter Campaign that they used in 2013, to enable them to take an opportunity to work

with underwater photographer Alicia Franco, which would help bring their business to the mainstream masses! On

this page, we learn that they gathered the inspiration to form the business during a trip to the Mermaid Cove at the

Minnesota Renaissance Festival.

o How It All Began: “Through the dusty pathways, hot, bright sun, and the long
¥ | wait in line, swam a mermaid enclosed in a small tank. Her long hair twirled

/| around her and her tail flipped gracefully in the water, reflecting the sunlight. A

4 small girl approached the tank with wonder and awe on her face as the mermaid

gazed at her, a smile on her lips while she sang an enchanting tune. The girl

turned to her father, her pig tails wiggling defiantly. She placed her hands on her

hips and gleefully cried, “See, Dad? | told you mermaids were real!”” And as they

say folks, the rest is history!

The campaign page was complete with an amazingly inspiring, gorgeously

» filmed video, all shot underwater of professional swimmers Alyssa Adair and
Maddie Wikstrom, wearing the tails and interacting with the aquatic life in the
depths of the ocean of scenic Oahu, Hawaii! The campaign has since then
succesfully wrapped, but you can vi PIRING video and learn more about
their tail making process o ing the link below!

The team is currently working
on getting their official site up
and running. For now please y
direct all sales inquiries to .= : S0 -

" their FaceBook Pagel e o Sak ranco


http://kickstarter.com/projects/1012274353/finfolk-productions-hawaii-experience
http://facebook.com/FinfolkProductions
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By Justina Carubia

know you're probably thinking that the creature above looks an awful lot like a fancier

version of a Sea Horse, but don't be mistaken! Itis actually a "Leafy Seadragon" or "Glauert's |

Seadragon", a marine fish in the Syngnathidae family, whic a.lso includes seahorses. The two |

Ereatures ook &lof alike, except the Leafy Sea Dragon looks just like its descriptive name.

It has green leaf-like protrusions extending from all over its body, which are not used for ‘

functioning propulsion purposes, but rather to camouflage itself from potential predators!

These creatures look an awful lot like seaweed to the mistaking eye! H
|

These creatures are slightly larger than seahorses and feed on plankton and other small
crustaceans by sucking them up through their pipe-like snout, as they do not have teeth. They
are found only in the waters of Southern Australia, which explalns Why they are the state's
marine emblem, and the focus for local conservation. They usually spend their time hanging
around kelp covered rocks and clumps of sea grass, over sand patches in waters up to 164 ft.

deep!

I first learned about these wondrous creatures while watching The Jeff Corwin Experience, |
upon a Netflix binge. This show inspired me to find out more information about them, as they |
are such unique and beautiful creatures! I really wanted to share them with you, and I hope to |
one day be able to see one up close and persouaﬁ However, chances of that are pretty slim

since breeding this creature in captivity has so far been unsuccessful! I guess I'll have to take
up scuba diving and make a trip to Southern Australia! |

WWW.LEAFYSEADRAGONS.NET


http://youtube.com/watch?v=TuQe4-I9FW4
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The ocean is a beautifu[ and wondrous p[ace that us humans have the privi[e e of mrve[[ing at, but we oﬁen take it
for granted! Yes it is beauﬁfu[, and it is OUR responsibi[ity as human be ings, to%teep it that way. There are many things
we can all do in our daily lives to help preserve our oceanic wildlife and keep our waters as healthy as they can possibly
be. There are some things that we just can’t avoid, but when we DO have the option, it’s up to us to choose the better ones
in order to make the differences we need to change our p[anet for the better! Here is a list of 10 th'mgs we can all do on a
dai[y basis, to conserve and protect our p[ane‘c’s oceans. (-_]ustma Carubia)

10 Things You Can Do to Save the Ocean

1. Mind Your Carbon Footprint and Reduce Energy Consumption

Reduce the effects of climate change on the ocean by leaving the car at home when you can and being conscious of your energy use
at home and work. A few things you can do to get started today: Switch to compact fluorescent light bulbs, take the stairs, and
bundle up or use a fan to avoid oversetting your thermostat.

2. Make Safe, Sustainable Seafood Choices
Global fish populations are rapidly being depleted due to demand, loss of habitat, and unsustainable fishing practices. When shopping or
dining out, help reduce the demand for overexploited species by choosing seafood that is both healthful and sustainable.

CLICK HERE FOR AN INTERACTIVE GUIDE TO CHOOSING HEALTHIER, MORE SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD!

3. Use Fewer Plastic Products

Plastics that end up as ocean debris contribute to habitat destruction and entangle and kill tens of thousands of marine animals each
year. To limit your impact, carry a reusable water bottle, store food in nondisposable containers, bring your own cloth tote or other
reusable bag when shopping, and recycle whenever possible.

4. Help Take Care of the Beach

Whether you enjoy diving, surfing, or relaxing on the beach, always clean up after yourself. Explore and appreciate the ocean without
interfering with wildlife or removing rocks and coral. Go even further by encouraging others to respect the marine environment or by
participating in local beach cleanups.

5. Don't Purchase Items That Exploit Marine Life
Certain products contribute to the harming of fragile coral reefs and marine populations. Avoid purchasing items such as coral jewelry,
tortoiseshell hair accessories (made from hawksbill turtles), and shark products.

6. Be an Ocean-Friendly Pet Owner

Read pet food labels and consider seafood sustainability when choosing a diet for your pet. Never flush cat litter, which can contain
pathogens harmful to marine life. Avoid stocking your aquarium with wild-caught saltwater fish, and never release any aquarium fish into
the ocean or other bodies of water, a practice that can introduce non-native species harmful to the existing ecosystem.

7. Support Organizations Working to Protect the Ocean

Many institutes and organizations are fighting to protect ocean habitats and marine wildlife. Find a national organization and consider
giving financial support or volunteering for hands-on work or advocacy. If you live near the coast, join up with a local branch or group
and get involved in projects close to home.

8. Influence Change in Your Community

Research the ocean policies of public officials before you vote or gontact your local representatives to let them know you support
marine conservation projects. Consider patronizing restaurants and grocery stores that offer only sustainable seafood, and speak up
about your concerns if you spot a threatened species on the menu or at the seafood counter.

9. Travel the Ocean Responsibly

Practice responsible boating, kayaking, and other recreational activities on the water. Never throw anything overboard, and be aware of
marine life in the waters around you. If you're set on taking a cruise for your next vacation, do some research to find the most
eco-friendly option.

10. Educate Yourself About Oceans and Marine Life
All life on Earth is connected to the ocean and its Iinhabitants. The more you learn about ‘the issues facing this vital system, the more
you’ll want to help ensure its health—then share that knowledge to educate and inspire others:

- Source: www.NationalGeographic.com

Download This PDF to see CLICK HERE TO EXPILOREAND LLEARN
how what we eat makes MORE ABOUT OUR MYXSTERIOUS AND
NS THROUGH

a difference! BEAUTIFUL. OCEA
VARIOUS NOTABLE DOCUMENTARIES
ON DOCUMENTARYADDICT.COM

~

BACKGROUND IMAGE FROM WWW.WALLSAVE.COM
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I personally like to call him Poseidon—and so did the Greeks.
To them he was the God of the Sea. The Remans honored him as
such too, but also assigned him a “God-ship” over horses. Not sure
why they did that.

Anyhoo, Neptune, whether you’re Greek or Roman, is the 8th
planet from Sun and because of his distance from the Sun, some
astrologers say that most folks don’t even feel Neptune in their birth
charts, unless of course he is strengthfully placed in your horoscope
when you are born.

Marilyn Monroe, one of the most celebrated actresses of our
time, had Neptune in her first house at birth with a gorgeous trine
to the planet of beauty, Venus. The first house of our birth chart
is the image we show to the world when we step on to its stage.
Marilyn “Norma Jean” Monroe was fascinatingly able to cast her
“Marilyn Steam” at will. Typically anyone who has either the planet
Neptune or its sign Pisces rising at birth will find that the camera
instantly loves you. Just like it did with Miss Monroe, with the help
of Venus.

Thieves, con-artists, psychopaths, nurses, singers, sea captains,
movie-makers, actors and actresses along with musicians, and all
types of artists typically have strongly placed Neptunes at birth,
because Neptune is the one celestial body out there responsible for
casting glamour, spells, and creating illusions. Each of the planets has
their jobs to do for us here on Earth.

Just as it is Saturn’s job to bind us to our obligations and Mars’s
job to get us off our butts, it is Neptune’s job to get you to believe
and create magic if you use him positively. He is a powerful one in
our charts when he hits one of the angles, such as he did with
Marilyn—-Sometimes | like to think of Neptune as both your curse
and your blessing.

Poor Marilyn had the dreamy steamy look that Neptune rising
blessed her with, but his opposition to Marilyn’s relationship house
had that dang Joe DiMaggio divorcing her for that famous photograph
of her dress blowing up, showing her panties. So while Neptune casts
a glamorous hue, he is all about sorrows and losses too.

One of my good Sea Captain friends has Neptune at one of the
other crucial angels in his chart. This crucial angle is the fourth
house and for this next example, you just need to know that the
fourth house is located underneath your feet. It’s the ground you are
standing on, but it aiso rules your home, neighborhood, mother, and
your bathroom.
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Now not everybody can go to sea—but a man with Neptune
anchored at the cusp of his 4th house (his ground) is born with sea
legs because he feels inherently comfortable standing on water. It
comes natural to him. It comes so natural to him, that a decision to
transport his recently deceased Dad’s 52 foot sail boat, “The
Barralong” came with confidence to its new owners, who desired a
pressing delivery date. No matter that the Captain and his
competent crew had to maneuver through two storms to get there.

You see, at the time they set sail for the delivery, Neptune as
the ruler of the Sea, was in retrograde motion, which was the cause
of a few storm delays along the way. So the initial 10 day trip took
almost close to a month. “The Barralong” and its hands-on-deck all
arrived safe and sound. Well, of course they did. Mercury, ruler of
the hands and communications, was in a beautiful trine to Neptune
when they left dock, embarking on this thousand mile journey.

If you have Neptune on your 7th house angle, your mates
confuse you---or you may marry a poet, artist or musician. Lucille
Ball had Neptune in the 7th and married musician/actor/director, Desi
Arnaz.

If you have Neptune on your 10th house angle, you’re likely to
be a movie director, actor, mystery writer, photographer, or famous
psychic. Walt Disney, James Caan, Agatha Christie, and Edgar Cayce
all had 10th house Neptunes. So did George Pimpton, whose Photo
Journalism on African Wildlife for Life Magazine turned into a
primetime television film.

Neptune throws you a muse, shines some magic your way, and
helps you write the next great song, book, or gets you to nurse
someone back to health. On the bad side, he’ll allow someone to
steal your car, sell you a dream home with sewage problems, or get
you to experiment with a new mind altering drug.

Let's now take a walk around the zodiac and see how Neptune’s
position in Pisces at this time might be affecting each of your solar
houses. Understand that it takes him 164 years to make a full orbit
of all the Zodiac signs. So if we divide that by 12 zodiac signs,
Neptune spends roughly 14 years in each of them. Sounds like a life
sentence, doesn’t it? Well, it certainly gives you some time to get to
the influence and create something worthwhile.
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Abra-zine! GET YOUR FREE NATAL GHART!
EXclusive ROM T HESESTARS

As an “Abra-Zine!” reader, you are entitled to a free jpeg copy of your Natal Birth Chart. Just send along
your exact birth details to me offering the date, exact time, and location of your birth in a private
message to me at my Thesestars Facebook Page. In addition, while casting your birth chart, I’ll take a
moment to offer you a few tidbits on Neptune in your chart!

Aries: Neptune fransits your Solar 12th house, this is a time of reflection and deep inner concerns. Evaluate and question what your life has
meant in spirit ferms.

L
Taurus: Neptune fransits your Solar 11th house and you may become more attracted to and intergsted in spiritual undj:syfchic
matters. Be particularly careful making new friends. . ®

] [ ]
Gemini: Neptune's transit to your Solar 10th house could make it a confusing time career-wise if You oPhot doing what / 4
you really want to do professionally. Don't be afraid to try something new. You could find yourself a muse for writinyg. '

Cancer: Neptune transits your Solar 9th; seek higher consciousness and spiritual truths. You are givep
the opportunity to handle your view on life from a new perspective that aligns you with the universe. < k
®
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Leo: Neptune transits your Solar 8th, which could color your joint finances with others into T

losses. There is the danger of misunderstandings with resources. You'll also desire to
access the deepest aspects of your subconscious mind.

Virgo: Neptune transits I]u:uur Solar 7th and will affect all the one-on-one relationships
in your life. Be open and honest in all your dealings and communications, you
could very well mistake the intentions of others.

Libra: Neptune transits your Solar 6th, which affects your work and
your health. I's a great time fo pay close attention to the food A
you eat and make your talents a service to others.

Ariwork:
“Neptune”
By Roy Carubia
(Naw Jersey)

Scorpio: Neptune transits your Solar 5th allowing for expectations in ‘o
love to run very high because you are interested only in a spiritual union.
Arfistic creativity is stimulated and your imagination improves.

Sagittarius: Neptune transits Kuur Solar 4th bringing about some changes in your
home environment. It is now that you want to make this space special to you and
an extension of who you are psychologically. o °

Capricorn: Neptune transits your Solar 3rd and will insist you listen inlently;
give all communications your complete and undivided attention. If you don't, o
misunderstandings will confuse your personal life. ° ®

Aquarius: Neptune transits your Solar 2nd which is a time fo let go of o

the things you own that you think define you. They should no longer be e
an extension of your Ego. Your sense of value about yourself is getfing . ﬁ%
spiritualized. e

Pisces: Neptune transits to your Solar 1st house which might lend

the desire tﬂul you keep yourself and your personal life private -
but it would be better it you reroute that desire to learn more about
yourself.
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What has beavtiful
hair, a pretty face,
two arms, a fishs
tail, looks like a
merwaid, but isnt a
mermaid?

A PICTURE
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MERMAIP!
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\/\/e here at TheseAﬁagrﬁms@ decided to take special
look at this word— MERMAIDS. Proclaim the motto, “The
th is in the Anagrams” for good n. You see, all truth
N, is available to us because of sound. The words you thin
. S— , and write have a life of their own. Just like the cells in
[m él your body make up your physical composition, so do the

@ @ U @ @ letters in words, which make up what matters on the
@ physical plain.
: would be able to exist here on Earth. So there is no

onder that when you rearrange the letters of the word

= phrase SUN AND MOON it swirls into the truth

'Rgl-m MAN ON SOUND. Doesn’t the Bible say something

m E to the effect, “In the beginning was the word”? So

B S WORDS are pretty important. WORDS become the
A D M ] R E M S - SWORD when you use them to either cut someone, or

/ something, down or up. Do they not?

It’s a funny thing, THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. It’s been

given a full set of rules one needs to remember and adhere
to se.that we sound educated when we communicate. Were
ware that UNTAME COMIC is an anagram for the
word COMMUNICATE? I believe it’s quite
dea because wasn’t it the late comedian George
Carlin cnjoyed making us bust-a-gut with his comb
through the downright confusing aspects of

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, which accordingly
anagrams into, HE’S ELEGANT LAUGHING?
bly, the word phrase THE ALP transform itself into THAT BE A Al

l'ulc the word LETTERS can turn mto a TRESTLE that allows for a. b

For instance, without the SUN AND MOON no

at p
in an anagram of MERMAIDS we get, RIM DAMES. In order for us to see them,
-,.:}. they have to surface the water, nght?

~_ And I am simply dellghted to see that the word DRE g in plain sight of
IDS----and usmg it, we have DR at almost every li

room decora ¢
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e T = B ARIEL CRUSTACEAN ~ DINGLEHOPPER
it i DOLPHIN FINS GLITTER
| MERMA EAN PIRATE
=4 POSEID?))N ggADRAGON SEASHELLS
~ "“.-.\ . SEAWITCH SHARKNADO SHIP
SIREN STARFISH SURFBOARD
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ACross "Note* The black squares represent spaces! Down

2. The Great Blue Hole is a large submarine 1. Fictional ship in the Pirates of the
sinkhole off the coast of ___. Caribbean film series.

3. The voice of Ariel in Disney's 'The Little 4. A marine echinoderm that has a spherical
Mermaid'. or flattened shell covered in mobile spines.
5. A fish that lures prey with a fleshy lobe 7. The_____ is always greener in somebody
attached to a filament that arises from the else's lake.

snout and hangs in front of the mouth.

6. They are poor and unfortunate. ; » ,

8. The tall triangular fin of a dolphin, shark, Artwork nght

or killer whale. “ - e

9. A tropical marine mollusk with a spiral Maroon Menna_ld

:h;;l ;ILBF-:\“ bear long projections and have By GOI’dOI‘I Napler
red lip. : :

10, Pieces of wood that are floating on the {Umled KlnngIﬂ)

sea or have been washed ashore.
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